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A TRAVELLER LOOKS AT THE WORLD 


Swami Ranganathananda 


Swami Ranganathananda, a senior monk of the Ramakrishna 
Order, went on a world tour in 1968-69, lasting a year anda 
half, He visited twenty-five countries in both the Americas, — 
Furope, Australia, South-east Asia, and the Far Fast. He lec- 
tured-extensively, and had informal meetings with a large 
cross-section of people in those countries - students, profess- 
ors, men end women in public life, and devoteés, 


On his return to India, in conversation with brother- 
monks at the Advaite Ashrama, Calcutta, the Swami answered 
questions on warious interesting topics, The following pages — 
contain these questions, together with his informative and ss 
thought-provoking answers, 
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Question; What human trends in the West impressed you most and 
what distressed you,most, and why so? > 
Answer: In the "est, especially in the United States where I spent _ 
& full year of the yeareandea-half, there were many things which 3 
really impressed me as they would impress any visitor, The tre- 
mendous energy of the people, their hard work, the wonderful wealth — 
that has been built up, their mastery of science and technology = — 
al1 these are things that really strike a visitor, 


> = 


But as you have implied in the question, there are also things — 
that distress any visitor, One thing you find is materialism or | 
worldliness in a big way. The philosophy that man pursues through 
the Americen civilization today, takes him to be an individual 
conditioned by his senses, Such a philosophy makes organic satise 
factions the highest idenl of man, That is materialism in what you 
may ¢all the crassest seme, During recent decades America has : 
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entered into this spirit of mterialism in a big way, Man is just 
a body and bodily satisfactions are everything, In the beginning 
the result of this was fine. Me became energetic, active and could 
express himself on the physical level, But at a later stage the 
evils began to manifest thenselves, 


Out of these evils have come what Americans call todey the sex 
explosion in America, Any visitor is struck by this dominance of 
sex, ‘Similarly with crine. These sre the two most prominent feae- 
tures of the American scene today: crime and sex, And it is diffie 
cult to give an idea of the sex explosion in the United States 
through this paltry word, so blatant and. open it is, This is some. 
thing very distressing, Tho glory of woman as a spiritual person 
is ienored: only the flosh is in the market-place for sale, In 
industry and advertisement, in the pepers, on the radio and every. 
where, this hs cone to extreme lengths today, There was a play 
in New York, in which sex was openly demonstrated on the stare it~ 
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eself without any kind of inhibition, Such thines are coine on 
even at the universities, | 


_, These are some of the features which really distress any vigi- 
tor, especially fron India with its very ancient cultural beckeround 
‘and its spiritual understandine of the human personality, But 

these are only what came to me through newspapers, books and other 
thines, “y own personal contacts, on the other hand, were excep- 
tionally fine, beceuse I ssw the best of America - students and 
teachers and citizens, 


Question: Amone the countries you visited did you come aeross sone 
thinkers who are aware of the fact that the world's fundamental 
problen is that of the regeneretion of man? Tf so, how did these 
people view the mtter? 


Answer: Yes, such sensitive thinkers I did come across, Not only 
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in the United States this time, but also during my earlicr visits 
to Furopesn countries - ond in several countries of South Americe, 
South-east end Far-east ‘sia, There ere people who are reelly 
appaled at the dercradation of humanity in modern civilization, But 
one thing I noticed in the “est: there is so little understanding 
of man in depth, There is not the philosophy that gives you a 
vision of man beyond his sense dimension, They are seeking for it, 
but they are not eble to erasp it clerrly, ‘hat I noticed, espe- 
cially in the United States, is that when a writer specks about 

the foibles of society today, he is excellent, Ne gives a telling 
description of the troubles and sufferinss of man today, Fut as 
goon as he becins to prescribe a remedy, it often turns out to be 
worse than the disense, This is true in psychiatry and many other 


departments of world thought today, It is here that India's thought 


has something vital to contribute, Indian thought is not coing to 
prescribe do's and don'ts; it simply opens up a new vision of human 
dignity and humen glory, That is the greatness of Vedanta, hen 
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presented in this wey it receives instent welcome and respect from 
thinkine people in 911 these countries, 


Question: Is it realized by American leaders. of thought thet Swand — 
Viyekananda’s spiritual ministration to that country was truly pro-- 
phetic? In the other words, that in teaching Vedanta and Yoga he 
gave to that nation the solutions of their problems even before 
these took the definite shapes they hove today? 


Answer: This recognition is slowly coming over the minds of a 
small croup of thinkine people today, By and larze you do not find 
much impress of Swani Vivekananda on Averican society and culture; 
but you have to search for it in vital areas, In the decades 
following Vivekananda's appearance at the Chicago Parliament of 
Religions, this influence has been great am there are thinkers 
today who realize that the revolutionsry ideas rocking the Christi- 
an Churches today, for example the progressive ideas, are in line 
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with Vivekanandats ideas on the subiect, Just recently, at the 
Symposium of Relicions in Chicazo, in commemoration of the sv 
seventy-sixth anniversary cf the first Chicago Parliament of Re- 
ligions, a Catholic leader, Father Robert Campbell, said that the 
great protest in tho Catholic Church today is exactly on the lines 
envisaged by Vivekanania, This is being recognized by various 
thinkers who have studied Vivekananda; but there are many who 

have not. 


-hatever be the open appreciation of the Vedantic position, 
the need is exactly what Swamiji said it was: that "estern civi- 
lization should have a spiritusel bese, ami that relicions should 
become broader, with more readiness f6r dialogue with each other, 
Now there are people saying what Vedanta has said through Vive. 


kanamia and others for the last seventy years, So, slowly, slowly, 


this is coping to be recognized; but rather slowly, Amoricans are 
absorbed in their own immediate problems, in their own echieves 
ments ond in their great technical successesg They have not cone 
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-sidered these problems in the licht of the ereat ideas and values 
of Indian thought. But something is coming in a big way, I say 
this because almost every TV, radio and newspaper interviewer who 
interviewed me = and I had neerly ninety such interviews in the 
country - they asked me the question: How do you explain this tree 
mendous turning to Indian thoucht on the part of America and Canada 
today? This was a normal question, 


They do realize, these news media, tmt there is a turnir< to 
the inspirstion of the Zast on the part of the people of the “est, 


- This shows thet the work started by Swari Vivekananda - that of 


Spreading Indian ideas, Vedantic ideas, in the “est - is gathering 
force today; end it is increasing day by day, But sometimes it is 
not the best that goes from this part of the world; sometimes very 
cheap things also go. By and larce they in America want to know 
about Indian thoucht in relation to human problems today, Basically, 


» 8 « 


then, 4t is the spiritual thoucht of India that they seek, Those 
who ere really thoughtful, those who ere really seckers of truth, 
they cone across the best thoucht of India, Others cet something 


diluted! 


Question: How genuine is American interest in Vedanta? Are inte- 
llectuals also interested? 


Answer: “hen they come to know of it they are deeply interested, 
It is not everyone that knows of it, But one mod thing is worth 
noting: the Upanishads and Cita are subjects of study in several 
colleges and universities in the United States, In the United 
States and Canada alone, I visited and lectures at eighty-four 
colleces ani universities; and altogether, during the tour, I pass. 
ed across students carrying the Upanishads in the text. Similarly 
with the Gita, They #re studyine it as a subject of real study, 
At Cleveland State University, I found a whole class studyine the 
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Mandukya Upanismd, Students were sitting informally here ani there; 
they tapercorded the talks, so that they could use then later, The 
professor, Prof, David Miller, wes in Bhubaneshwar for a year and 
ea helf, He has great love for Indian thoucht, He almost lives a 
spiritual life. He was associated with a Swami in the Bhubaneshwar 
Ashrame.s «2 eS . 


Se there are such people who have cone across Indian thought 
in a more intimate way and they are very happy to convey the message 
of Indie to their students; and the students take deep interest in — 
. these courses of study, Hut very often they do not get the best= , 
teachers, Sometimes I saw flimsy ideas of Vedanta and the: Upanie 
shads given to the students; but that is because they have not got — 
the best type of teachers, TNowever, there is a trenendous interest 
in Indian thoucht, specially in the Vedants, wherever they can 
find it. 
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Question: Can American society provide a favourable atmosphere 
for seriously practising the spiritual disciplines of Vedanta? 
Wheat are the chances of Vedantic monasticism growing in the “est? 


Answer: At present there is a creat desire among people who know 
whet man's spirituol life is, to cet opportunities for living thet 
type of spiritual life, If you organize a retreat, people come, 
This was evident when the Chicago Vedanta Society announced the 
purchese of eighty acres of lend in the neiehbourine State of Michi- 
ean, The township in which the land is situated hes 9 significant 
neme - Ganges, “hen the scheme to establish a spiritucl retreat 

and a monastery in the Canges township was announced, so creat was 
the interest that people came in a fe» humireds to the foundation - 
ceremony on July 26th, 1969, There were. professors from the neigh= 
bouring universities of Kalamazoo and "eat ° ichigan, They said 
they were ver’ héppy to have this beautifal retreat conins. up only 
thirty miles away, “hich they could utilize for students and teachers. 
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Question: As you were sayine, you addressed quite a number of stue 
_ @ent audiences in Americas, “het aro their main problems as reveal. 
ed by their questions? yeaty tzhig oir 


Answerg Their main problem at present is to understand whether man 
has eny dimensions over and above the physical or orgente, The a 
whole of western thought emphasizes this orcanic limitations of man, 
whereas our spiritual thought emphasizes man's transcendance of or- 
ganic limitations, According to us, men is essentielly spiritual, 
man is essentielly divine, “ow this is the thought that appeels 

to them. Since they went to understai’ what it is, many questions 
related to this idea of Vedanta - this idea of man's essential 
divinity, Wany. thing follow from that one idea, All thical life, 
all srirituel life, all life atove the physical dimension, is based 
upon the principle that man is essentielly divine, is essentially 

a spiritual reality, “o, many questions came on this subject, 


~ 12 « 


; Seeondly, there is ono disease spreading in Americanssociety, 
especially among the youth, and thet is drug addiction - taking all 
sorts of narcotics, L.S.D., marijuana, even heroin, and many other - 
thines, It is spreeding from senior to junior students, and is pree 
valent even anong high school students todey, So, in many places, 
this was prominent subject far questions and discussion, One such 
experience I particularly renember at Carnegie-Mellon University in 
Pittsburgh, because it was very very striking « and that was my 

last lecture, In the coffee-house of the university we had quite 

ea big gathering. It began in an informal way, but as soon as the 
discussion started the whole atmosphere changed; everyone became 
involved, People wandering here snd there came and stood, and as 
the discussions proceeded they beeame very serious, It was an ime 
portant experience for all the participants, 


There the cuestion came up: the place of drugs in human life 
and particularly in religious life, 'Most of the students take 
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Grugs, What heve you to sey to this, Swami?! - that was the ques. 
tion, Then I had to say very seriously that it is highly harmful 
for the human body and mind, Taking drues hes no reference to 

. man's spiritual life at ali, It may give sone psychic state; but 
Spirituality cannot be porchased by paying a dollar for a drug, 
Spirituality is a complete transformation of human character; 80 
that our youths in America should beware of the evils of this drug 
habit. In three generations they will be unfit to hold the reins 
of this great civilization of today, That is how I warned Amerie 
can youth and they seemed to take it very seriously. 


They said: "Why not drugs? We in Anerica say we have divans 
vored a new way to man's spiritual crowth, which ancient teachers 
never knew,” I said, *That may be the American religion, but I 
don't accept it = we know its effects on man's body and mind, It 
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makes you comatose, It makes you sleepy, It may give you some 
experience, something above the organic level; but that is just 
the slightest glimpse of what is above the material condition of 
life, Don't depend upon it all the time, There may have been 
exceptional individuals who pot some experience like this and then, 
perhaps, left off the crugs end started religion in right earnest; 
but we should not depend upon that, Very often we shall be tied 
down to that level and become a slave to the drug habit, destroy- 
ing our brain and body,* 


So the students beesme quite serious that day and sone of then 
asked, ‘What shali we do?* Others said, "Let us start a Vedante 
Society in Pittsburghs it will be helpful to our students et One 
studmt purchased a set of our Vedontie books saying, *I want to 
start a library. Lot the ideas reach other students,'. 


tI could sce the serious response of the students, whe 
‘hen the 
natter was put like this, In Vedanta we do not say tdontt do this* 
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and*don't do thet’, simply because that thine is banned by some ree 
ligion, We are not killjoys., If it is beneficiol, we will certein- 
iy say. *yes*, end if it is hermful, we will certainky say "not, 

The sensitive constitution of young people will be hermed once and 
for all by these drugs, This is why we of Vedonte are concerned j 
about the spread of this drug habit among the younger generation, 

It may not be sc harmful to the older people, mt to the young it 

is eeestaely horeful, : 


Question: From your experience of these universitroend collerce - 
nectings, what would you say are the significant a4 “ferences bete 
ween youth problems in India and in America? 


Answer: One maior difference is this, thet our problems arise from 
our under-developed state, from our economically an?’ socielly une 
derdeveloped state, Our problems are of -etting jobs, opportunie 


- 16 
«ties ahd so forth, There is not money enough to spend even for a@ 
very modest’ livine; whereas in Americe it is different, There the 
problems arise fron the excess of material goods, Infact, in 
America today, there is a reection against what you mey call the 
‘affluent society" concept, Many of the youns people are hichly 
sensitive, Their ideslisn makes them resist this concept of Amen 
rica's being an affluent society, So very rich students, boys and 
eirls, will come to the university very ordinarily dressed, They 
do not want to be told they are children of rich parents, Tt is a 
protest against the present social conditions, “ealth ean crente 
more problems for man, more serious ones sometimes, than poverty, 
That is what I saw in the Anerican situation today, Thousends of 
years of poverty did not destroy the spirit of man: whereas a hund- 
red years of wealth may do so, This is something writ leree in 
modern experience, 


In India industrial develoyment, econonic opportunities, and 
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this kind of thing can save us from difficulties = though even in 
India we heave problems, because in our education the aim of life 

is not vory clearly expressed in terms of our own philosophy. Ours 
is still only @ bread-winning education, And being merely bread 
Winning, it chokes sore of the higher springs of human life, So 

fn our behaviour we become aimless, We just go along, but not knowe 
ing where we go. If there is @ person who is aimless, without a 
direction, and if he is full of energy, he expresses. that energy 

in destructive ways, uch of this behaviour of youth in Indie is 
becacuse of this’ aimlessness, this purposelessness, which is already 
coming over the higher social crouns, It is beenuse no higher pur- 
pose has been shown to them, ‘In India, by and large,’ we have  — 
enouch philosophical and spiritual euidance to help us, If these 
ideas are widely scattered among the people we cen overcome the — 
weakness and achieve more economic develonment too, Then we shall 
catch up in the march towaris human betterment, not only in econo- 
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enic terms but siso in ethical and spiritual terms, Ye can over- 
come these problems because we have the remedy and not the dis- 


ease ohly, India is fortunate in having the remedy along with 
the disease, 


Thet remedy is there in our philosophy end thought. But as 
it is often prosented, it is not capable of catching the minds of 
young people, “es have to present it in a rational ani scientific 
way, not authoritatively, “hat I have seen myself in India is 
that vhen we adéress students in terms of the philosophicsl, re- 
tional content of our heritage, they immediately respond = bt not 
through "do's! and ‘don'ts!, ‘Today's young people will never res. 
pond to do's and ‘don'ts’, Anti-authoriterianism is the chorace 
teristic feature of all youth movements in both Fast ond "est ton 
day, Yes, we have a philosophy which is not based on authority, 
but on sheer rational conviction, How to put it across to the 
young people? That is our problem in India, ™“e have the food: 


we have to give it to the people, In other places, you have to find 
the food itself, This higher kind of food is for the spiritual nou- 
rishment of the human personality, 


Question: Do the youth agitations in America represent more a frus- 
tration or a new awakening? 


Answer: It is primarily a frustration and slightly an awakening, 
Frustration is writ lerge, A new materially-advanced society really 
destroys certain aspects of the human personality, There is 6 
weariness coming upon individuels and nations, which Swami .Vviveka- 
anda warned against seventy-five years ogo, The history of the 
World teaches us tint a world-weariness becomes evident in certein 
periods. Some such experience is that of western civilization to- 
day, You find it very much in post-war United States - world-weari- 
ness, “het is all this for? All this weslth, this power, and all 
this technical development - what is it all for? Even the students 
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at Harvad University, when they gave a charter of demands, express- 
ed this sentiment. They do not want this defence industry, They 
do not wont this higher technology, What is it all for? “here is 
the spirit of man coing? 


So there is a fundamental search for the deeper meaning and 
Significance of life, But unfortunately there is no philosophy 
aveilable which can canslize these ideslistic trends in construct- 
ive directions, That's why, in America, we have the ‘drop-outs’, 
It is a contemrorary term, They do not bélieve in or belone to 
societys they are called drop-outs, ‘any young men an women are 
drop-outs, They do not feol happy in their socicty, But what do 
they drop-out into? Simply aimless waniering ~ thippies* they ore 
called, They do not belong to American society, But where do they 
belone? They do not know; so they become a problem to society, a 
problem to themselves, Sone turn to crime, some to drues, some to 
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political action, violent action, A few find their way to some 
higher spiritual idea, This is a problem of western society in 
generel am of American society in particular, 


At several meetings I had to say, India has studied the drop- 
out problem and provided for it. Some of the grentest men of 
Indian history were drop-outs, Buddha was a drop-out, I seid, 
Thet was a surprise to them, Te did not like society, “hat did 
he do? Fe had a constructive channe) to express the drop-out idea, 
He became the pioneer of . tremendous renaissance in Indie, These 

drop-outs were, many of them, creative personalities, | 


"hat is wanted is a channel to canalize the energies of the 
drop-outs, I myself am e drop-out; I seid so in several lectures, 
From the social point of view, I am a drop-out. But T have a con- 
cern for socicty; I mve ea channel through which I can express 
my Gropeout mentality and make it truly constructive, This the 
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American tredition does not provide, It is e new experience for 
Americans, Put I a@m sure, with the help of other civilizations, 
America will find a way of expressing these crevt new forces 
through constructive channels, ‘So we discussed the problem inti- 
metely, and the students were deeply interested in such discussions 
After an hour's lecture there ould be e three-hour disevssion 
sometimes, Grest interest is there. Thore are new ideas to then. 


Question: Is American civilization reslly going downhill? If so, 
what can bring about its new birth in slory? "het role ean Vedanta 
pley in this regard? 


Answer; There are intellectuals in America who are dissatisfied 
with American civilization as it is, Even political leaders 
including President Nixon, sometimes refer to American soeiety as 
a sick society, It is sick, Some sickness is there; otherwise 
how do you explain the crise, the sex mania, and so forth, and , 
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the ecneral discontent of society? Youth revolts - so many things 
are there, These are symptoms of sone malady, The problem is to 
understand that maledy and find a remedy, “Ye need to deepen the 
whole concept of human excellence which we have in modern civiliza- 
‘tion; that is the root of the matter. These symptoms are merely 
the fruits, “het is man? “het is he in his essence? If that is 
not rightly understood, no good is going to come, Hy mere patche 
work here 4nd there you are not going to solve the problem, 


It is here, as a profound philosophy, rational and scientific, 
thet Vedanta is coing to have a great part to pley in the reshap- 
ing of modern western civilization, ith meny scientists and pro- 
fessors I sat during this tour, and discussed Vedanta and modern 
thought. “hen they come to know what Vedanta is, they einsaneny 
bow down to it as sorething wonderful, something lofty. 


Then I said that though we in India have discovered this pro- 


-found philosorhy of men, we have not made full use of it ourselves. 
“e have yet to carry into effect certain practical applications of 
it. Eut western people have ereater efficiency; they have greater 
enersy. Swani Vivekemmia hinself said that probabl they would 
make better use of this profound philosophy of mean than even India, 
In the age in which wo are livins, this interchange of ideas through 
which cultures become cross-fertilized, will give rise to tremendous 
new developments, “‘odern western civilization is in for a great 
change, 8 great development, through contact with the soul of Indian 
thoucht, that is, with Vedanta, This is the one philosophy that com. 
mends the attention of thinkine people in the modern world, This I 
saw ovorythere, whether in Comnunist countries like Czechoslovakia 
or Cuba, or western democracies like America, Enelend, or Ilrance « 
every“here thinking people stan! in reverence before the rinjesty of 
Vedanta, It is so rational, so practical; it is so universal, 
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I was speaking to © croup of professors and students in the 
University of Lima, Peru, in South America, It is called San Marcos 
University. It is s catholic university, the oldest university 
in South America, Unfortunately, due to student troubles, it had 
been closed since the previous Februsry. I went there in August. 

I spoke ebout Vedante for helf-an-hour, Then a science professor 
asked me, *Swani, whet you said just now is so philosophical, so. 
rationa, s scientific, Do you meen to say that this philosophy | 
was developed in India ages ago? That is something surprising.* 
I said, "Yes, it was developed in Indie more than four thousand 
yoars ago.e* 


The “est has yet to understand this tremendous philosophical 
contribution of India, This was my experience everywhere, Put 
when they do come to know, they sigply stand in reverence before 
it. I had many occasions to »eet good scholars, professors, philo- 
sophere and scientists, am to discuss with them, Once it iS @Xp-e 
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“lained to theg, I sew thet they really appreciate this profound 
philosophy which cen stand the tests of rational traces verifi- 
cetion am experimentetion,. 


Swami Vivekenenia's definition of religion appeals to all of 
them: Religion is the manifestation of the divinity already in 
man, Ethics] sense, a concern for the other person, all this comes 
as @ by-product of that manifestation of man's divinity. If he 
develops only in his physical dimension, sometimes he may be fine, 
sometimes he may be a source of tension to himself end of tension 
to others, lo becomes exploitative; that is the nature of man at 
the organic or physicel level, The deeper nature of man is what 
Vedanta preaches, through which great energies will come, By 
meens of these tho other energies de¥eloped at the organic level 
ean be contrclied and disciplined, ‘‘odern civilization needs ane 
other enersy source by which the energy released by science, teche 
nology and sociological thought ean be disciplined and made creative 
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and helpful for the fulfilment of man, Vedanta appeals to them 
when it is presented in the context of modern scientific thoucht. 


Question: Is vorld-weariness causing the average American to prace 
tise authentic spiritual disciplines and seek spiritual experience? 


Answer: There are very few opportunities for this kind of serious 
religion and for ettaining to suthentic spiritucl experience, They 
are not able to setisfy their hunger, ‘he Protestant ehurehes of 
various denominstions, for exemple, do not have the capacity to give 
this kind of spiritual food to modern Americans, nor do they provide 
the richt kind of o»portunities. Churches ere sometives full, That 
is because they have chenged their policy, Instead of giving reli. 
gion, they reco-mend sore social action, sore protest against the 
Vietnam wor, or some such thing, 11 the church programmes consist 
of that sort of thing- what they erll social action, socinl involve- 
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-ment, At many places I had to say, people come to recoive spiritual 
nourishment fron the churches, If the churches are not meont to ful- 
fil that function, what else ere they meant for? There are other 
institutions to give man the cther types of nourishment and involve 
him in other types of activity, If the churches do not give the 
things of the spirit, man is left empty, Even the Cetholic chur- 
ches have changed their approach, They also are engacing theme 
selves increasingly in social-action prograrmes to the neglect of 

the spiritual. 


“hat ten seeks in America today is not a socialeection programe, 
but spirituel nourishment by which he ean feel fundamentally nourish. 
ed, It is like watering « tree, In many lectures I pointed out, 

"You do not water a tree by ~atering the flowers and fruits of a 
tree: you water a tree in o fundamental way by waterine the roots 
of the tree,’ There is a root nourishment for the huren persone. 
lity, and thet is religion, If that is given, other thines are 


: 
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automatically taken cere of, There have been a few contempletive 
orders, They also ere cetting thinner an! thinner day by day.” 
Some of them ere being closed down, But they also are a protest, 
swinging like e pendulum to the other extreme, Vedeants does not 
advocate thet way either, - 


One of the subjects chosen by many universities was *Spirituel 
Life in an Industriel Age,' The “ita teachinesis: *In the midst of 
your work, realize your own Spiritual nature," That is the techng- 
que, thet is prectical syirituelity, That is what Americans need, — 
with an occasional experience of deeper communion through a sririe 
tual retreat. Thot will bring great inner nourishment, “hen they 
experience it, they say it is wonierful. 


This is true in India also. “Many of our youths understand 
by religion what they saw their grandfather or grandmother doing - 
takin«s a bath in the holy Ganges early in the morning, going to the 


- 30 - 


templo, offerine some flowers, and so forth, The young people have 
no faith in thet. “hen they core to know what religion means - 8 
real communion with your own inner Self - they understand that it 
is something wonderful, They want to have more of that ‘experience 
Fven in India we need this oxneriential approech to relicion, this 
sense of communion, There is crest need for these things, and 
students and teachers are eager for that kind of experience, cven 
those who arc not generally undorstood to be religions in the nor. 
mal sense of the vord, 


Question: In what way can India holp the West and the "est help 
India without eitier's being egoistic or condescendi ne? 


Answer: This is the great work that was initiated in an endurine 
way by Swemi Vivekananda towards the end of the lest century, Ne 
was the first who taught India thet no culture in the world is 
perfect, Fach culture is just an experiment in culture; so that 
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wehave to learn from each other, He told India that Indian culture 
is great in many respects but it is not perfect. It has its limi. 
tations, It has specialized in certain fields and that speeleliga- 
tion weans that certain other aspects of hunan life have been neg. 
lected, India has paid a heavy price for specializing in Bhe inner 
life of man, Our external life becae neglected, The problems of 
modern India sre essentially problema of man’s externel life; where-. 
as in the "est it is the reverse, Their inner life is negleeted, 
Their external life is prosperous, 


In many questions and answers this subject cane up, They 
seid, *Don't you think, Swami, you have your on problems ‘in India?® 
I seid, *Yes, we have serious problens; but the difference between 
your problems and our problems in India is this: “6 have a soul, @ 
pure and mighty soul, We are in search of 4 good and healthy. body 
for its expression, Our former body was so weak, unfit to express 
the infinite soul of India, So we heve to try to develop a body 
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politic, heeithy and strong. In the case of the “est, you have a 
fine body end you are in search of a soul, Don't you think it is 
more €iffieult to find a sov] than a body?* They said, tyes,’ 


The problem of finding » body is easier than that of finding- 
a soul, In two generetions, we eon build up our industrial strene 
ath for economic development, There is no magic about it. “este 
ern help is there, Swami Vivekananda saw that this wes the situa. 
tion with respect to man in the Fast end the "est, So he told 
India, *You have an eternsl soul, cive it a fine body. ‘Stress the 
dignity of man. Don't look to casteand creed, Infinite possibili-_ 
ties are theres;let the. be expressed. TEconomic improvement, social 
improvenent, everything will cocze.' “hst a grand message he gave to | 
India, Fe said: In order to implement this, teke the help of the 
Vest. Sit et the feet of the "est, Learn humbly what the Vest 
hes to say; for, all the problems of the Indian body are problems 
thet will dissolve only by India’s assimilating the spirit of the 
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“est today, This was his great lesson to India, 


On the other hand, he said to the Americans: You have achieved 
& great society but you are in distress within, your inner lives 
are empty. Here India will help you. Your development: has failed 
to strengthen the inner man, Take lessons from India, Thus, by 
mutual exchange of ideas and values, we shall develop not a western 
culture not 6n eastern culture but a human culture in the future 
world, That is the great contribution of Swami Vivekananda; Equalie 
ty between the Fast and the est, equality between their cultures, 
end cross-fertilizeation of cultures, thas developins a human cule 
ture out of all the racial and national cultures that we have had 
until now, “hst he said cen be a lesson for all of us in the Fast 
and “est; he said: Teach yourselves; teach everyone his real nature, 
Call upon the sleeping soul and sec how it awakes, Yowerwill come, 
glory will come, goodness will come, purity will come, everything 
great and glorious will come, when the sleeping soul is roused to 


Se0lf-conscious actitity. 


“J 
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Thus will the wants of hunanity in Bast and “est be removed, 
Vedanta takes man to toal fulfilment. Its message is as relevant 
in America as in India, This is a wonderful idea which we have to 
help to work out in the coming decades, Perhaps before 2000 A.D. 

a good deel of this give and take will have taken place, because 

it has been soine on intensively in post-war periods, Ideas are 
travelling fest here and there, People are travelling all over the 
worlé, There ere 7000 Indian students in the United Stetes today. 
What are they doing? Taking the best that America can give, most 

of them come back, though sone of them stay on there, “hen they 
come back they bring the message of that vigorous Greeo-Roman spirit 
of which Swamiji spoke, thet Promethean spirit which will help 
India, It has been helping India in a large measure, Similarly 


-. when some Americans come to India they see it in the spirituel pers- 


pective, Our own Vedante work is eoing on in the “est, Other ins- 
titutions also are workine, ’ 


; 
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A tremendous give-and-take is going on, This is a vital pe- 
riod of the world's history, Exclusivism in culture and religion 
will all vanish, and more human ties will develop, binding toge- 
ther the strength of the “est,which is science and technology, and — 
the strength of the Fast, which is inward life and ie , 
This is the sfenk Swami. ji placed before us. 


Question: Just now you spoke of the Indien students who are studye 
ing in America, How do they represent the essentials of Indian 
culture? "het is the quality of that. representation? And what can 
be done by way of improvement? 


Answer: It is a very unfortunate situation, Most of the Indian ‘ 
students, and for thet matter, other Indians in the professions 
also, including foreien services, thouch they are physically Indiens 
are not so ~entally. They have so little of India in them, Many 
of them realize this defect only when they co to the “est, beceuse 
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the “est is asking thom questions, “esterners want to know some- 
thing of India's culture and philosophy but these people have nothing 
to give. Thon it is tmt these Indians feel the inadequacy of their 
own education, It is unfortunate that, generally speaking, our edu. 
cation does not give us any insicht into the fundamentals of our own 
culture, I saw in some places in the United States this kind of 
Inéfan youth, who is sometimes apologetic for his own country and 
culture, But he is realizine more and more that to be an Indian, hov- 
ever inadequately, is better than tryine to imitate somebody else, 
That is what it is coming to, But it will take time. 


Our Indtan edueotional system should ensure that students cet 
some idea of the philosophy and culture of India, They need not 
know el] the details, Tht there is a philosophy of man in Indian 
culture; thet its implicetions heve been worked out; that they are 
worth working out in all parts of the world; that modern seience and 
technology will help us to vork them out in an integrated way ae 
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these fundementals of the philosophy of man in Indian culture must 
be known to all students in India, Then, when they go abroad, they 
will be ambassadors of India and creat helpers to their companions 
in the "est, That is not happening just now, Even our foreign 
services ere very limited in what they do in this field, 


ouestion: Whet do you think is the future of those Indians who 
have married Americans and settled down there? ‘ow is American 
life coine to affect the future of their children? 


Answer: There are many Indians who have rarried in Anerics and 
settled down there, ‘nd several of them told me of the difficult- 
ies in trainine their children, Their children ect suckedinto the 
stream of American society, the forces of which areharmful even to 
Americen children todey. ‘“‘any parents in America are also worried, 
**hat is happeining to our children?* they ask. The children ore 
carried avay in the stream of American social life, "nfortunstely 
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much of that social life is patterned on the Hollywood films snd on 
the TV,.3; so it is a problem for American parents as much as for Indian 
parents in Avericn, hey do not know how they can cope with it. 
They find it difficult. The children, for example, very easily pick 
up all velues and jergon of the contemporary American social scene; | 
and sometizres they lose oll senge of resnect or reverence for any- 
thine in humen society, No respect for father and mother, Any 
resgect for “od, of course, is very rare, These sre the difficule 
ties in a highly mechanized and industrialized civilixation. Some- 
tives I heard of the father referred to as "that old guy' by the 
children, ‘That old euy has civen me the body. We is done for < 


finished, Now I will heve my own life.* This is how the children 
think, 


That there is something sacred in a personality « that is not 
to be found in their philosophy of man. Mueh of this is the product 
of what you may call an exagcerateéed Freudianism, the product of the 
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Freudian view of human nature, Freud was s scientist, Ne did 
womlerful thines for man end seience, ut seience is of our own 
making. New facts are continuelly coming to lights; so to build 
the philosophy of man on what Freud seid and end there, that is 
dangerous, Freudianism is a great tyranny over the human mind in 
the “est today. It is now being recognized more en more, 


“heat does Freudianism say? ‘Here are the human impulsés, 
Mive them free play, Dont restrict thom; don't check them; don't 
theert them. If you thwart them it will create s traumetic condi- 
tion in the human personality, “on't disturb the human personality 
at all.' So the parents do not thvart their children, They do 
not ask the children to cheek their impulses: nor do the teache 
ers in schools; nor does socicty. 


The result is that a new philosophy has come on the American 
scene, It is called impulse release, ~hatevor impulses come, 
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release them; do not check thom. Naturally these impulses are of 
the oresnic nature; impulses of the organic man; nothing higher, 

So it renerally ends up in life at tho physical level, life more 

and “ore restricted to the physica! level. 


One edueationist in Aseriea, the president of a university, 
vho ©as dealing with the subjects ami who saw the evil, made a 
rezerk which I often quoted in sore of the lectures, Te said: 
Te have an old dictum which we have wisely civen ups spare the 
rod and spoil the child, Today's educational theory tells us that 
children are best dealt with through love and not through corpo~- 
ral punishment. That was wonderful, But we need a new dictum 
and that dictum I shall put in this way: spare ti Freud end save 
the child{ If you want to save the child, Freudianism must go. 
You have to ask the child to restrain himself, discipline hin- 
self, so that his energies can be used to raise him to a hicher 
level, Is there s higher level? We have to see that there is, 
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This is what the deeper philosophy of man means, Here Vedente comes” 


into the picture, givine you an intellectual conviction thet there 
is a hicher level of the human personality. 


I was speaking about this problem of overcoming the evils of | 


ers inthe “est itself, One such protest I have just mentioned, 
that from the president of an American university, “ho said, Me 
Want @ new dictum: spare the Freud and save the child,.t The evils 
of this Freudian tyranny have affected literature, art, education 
and society generally in an increasing measure, I came across one 
aspect of the evil during e two-hour interview at the Portland 
redio station, in Oregon, At Portland we have a Vedanta Society 
presided over by Swami Asheshananda, for one week I stayed there, 
So they arranged a radio interview oririnslly for sbout twenty mi-« 
nutes, But it went on for full two hours, with questions coming 
fro listeners in various places by telephone, There was one Mr.Z,. 


‘i 
Freudianism in modern society. There have been protests from think- 


a i BE 
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who was the interviewe, a very energetic man of the modern type, 
and slightly of the ecrressive variety who do not like modern 
society; he was very firm and strong, Many people told that this 
was what he was like, very difficult to deal «ith and so forth, I 
said thet that did not matter. 


In the beginning, generally, in all tiese interviews, they 
start in a licht way: ‘Oh, here is a new swami coming.’ The word 
‘swami’ is used in a very light way, But in a minute everything 
changes, In all the interviews it was; ‘Oh, this is ea new type of 
Swanit ~- not mere ‘a new Swamit, That was how things changed inne. 
diately, and the whole effair becave serious, On this particular 
occasion, in the course of the first few minutes of the interview, 
I had occasion to refer to the need f£6r Self-discipline on the part 
of modern man, As soon as I mentioned the word "self-discipline' 
ur.Z, immediately butted in ani said, "Oh, Swami, wo don't believe 
inthis wrd "discipline", we don't believe in discipline at all, 
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Ye believe in being spontansous, netural,? e 


I at once sraspod the whole background of thoucht behind that 
one utterance and immediately said, *ir.Z., just ea few moments ago, 
you were highly appreciating Pandit Revi Shankar's besutiful sitar 
recital, How mtural, how spontancous, how beautiful is that 
| music} Thet's fine; but did you ever stop to think that. behind 
that spontaneity ani naturalness of Ravi Shankar's music there are 
years and years of hard discipline? Did you ever stop to think of 
thet?? | 


As soon as I put it thet way he become excited: *This is ea 
wonderful ides, I never thought of it in this way, This is some- 
thine new, I do realize the importent of discipline from this point 
of view,* 


Then I told Mr.Z.: *"e also emphoasize noturelness and sponta- 
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eneity, Man must be natural and spontaneous, Put there sro two 
kinds of spontaneity and naturalness in man. One is below discip- 
line and the other is above discipline. The animal is spontaneous 
and natural, Wherever the cow moves it eases itself, Thet is 
spontaneity and naturalness. But we subject a humen child to & 
bit 6f toilet discipline, That is the first lesson we give our 
children, And cortcin control of inpulses we insist on in chilad- 
ren, Dut thet is only the beginning of discipline; it continues, 


At the highest level, thet of a Buddha, a Jesus, a Ravakribhna, 
there all is so natural, so spontaneous, In between this sponta- 
neity and that sponteneity lies a whole world of struggle, of dis- 
cipliné, to raise the psychie enerry to the highest level, to 4 
level which is worthy of men, This strugzie and discipline cannot 
be removed from humen society, If you do, you will reduce life to 
animal proportion, Tht is what much of modern socicty is doing 
most of the time, Men hes become reduced to animal proportions, 


oa 
“hatever impulses cove I must express them. I must have this, I 
must have thet, “e do not emphasize control and discipline at all, 
It is a great misfortune, 


Mts Ze was impressed, After thet every cuestion was put with 
greet respect, At the end of two hours we finished, His wife also 


_. @ame in, It was nicht, already 11,50 pam, Then I said, "Mrs Zs. 


you hnve not seen our Vedanta Society in Portland. Please cone 
next Sundey, Swami has asked se to spesk in the morning at 11 o? 
Block, You come ani your wife also, Please come,’ He said, *"e 
shall try.’ ' 


Next morning when the lecture was to begin I noticed Mr, and 
Mra, 7%, and one child sitting on tle front row, That was how the 
Vedartic ides of discipline started heving sone meaning for this 
perticuler person, “here is a way of putting Vedante in the context 
of modern thought end modern needs, Nobody will say no to it. 
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Vedenta is notea killjoy philosophy: It is the philosophy of supre- 
- me joy. “hy should I discipline myself? That is the grestness of 
Vodenta, it has its most satisfying answer, 


I often used the word tepas (self-discipline) in my talks, If 
the mtter is- properly put, there is no objection to it, Ivery | 
great echivement, creative nchievement, whether in science, or art, 
or in any other field, is the product of tapas, Stated in this WAY, | 
there is no objection to the idea of tapas, This is what I would 
especially like-to stress, tmt these ideas have to be put ine | 
prectical and rational way, not as mere Do's and Don't ts, 


“uestion: “het is the opinion of " esterners, particularly Anericans| 
with regard to sociel ani political conditions in India? .. . 
j 

Answer: Meny universities ani colleces chose as one of the subject . 
S 

of Guscussion, thet of Tradition and Social change in India, rth 


r 
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importent subject. In Stanford University and several other univer- 
Sities, we had discussions st the end of the lectures, where this 
subject came up. A great chonge is going on in Indian society: 4 
revolutionary transition sith industrialisn and scientific develop- 
ment, “hat is coing to happen to India’ “any people felt or sus- 
pected thet India may go the way of the “est, giving up her solid 
spirituel heritace. . Jy Sag 


I hed to aereee tint uncertainty is there, Put at the seme 
time I pointed out that this ancient spiritual tradition has @ phi- 
losophical streneth behind it; and secondly, thet we do not live” 
entirely in the rest. e© heave hed giants of spirituelity in this 
_ age, who ceme ami gave this tredition a freshness snd e new authen- 
ticity, alcost before our eyes. There is Yamekrishna, there is 
Vivekananda; so that India hes a tremencous strencth even in the 
midst of the industrial development, the industriel revolution; end 
men like Vivekenand wekcomed the change in Indie, They wanted what 
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you may eall a toned-down materialism for India, “e want a little 
materiolism for India, Vivekanania seid; but we shall control it 
and discipline it. Ak 


"e Inve @ philosophy which cen discipline this meterialiscm, 
we don't have thst dichotomy between man's secular life and man's 
spiritiml life; we see life as one, So, that hatred of man's 
external life is not there, In the philosophical tradition of 
India, in the spiritual tradition of India, and in the religious 
expression of piety, you do not find this contrediction, There- 
fore there is @ chence sm a good chance thet Indie will overcove 


the limitations of the present age, developing industrial ané econo- : 


mic streneth, yet not losine its ovn soul, This cuestion was a 
matter of concern to ~any friends in the United Stetes, Canada and 
other countries, So they asked it acain and again. 
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Sestion:; How does Christianity fare. in the Yestern countries in. 
the present wor'd sitvetion? ey 


Answer; Christianity is passing through a tremendous revolution 
within itself which it never exporienced before in its history. 

Even the Rensissence and Reformation from the fourteenth to the” 
seventeenth centuries were mild in comparison with what is happen 
ing today, A real rooteand-branch change is coving over Christianle 
ty and Christian churches are slive to it; they are trying to ride 
out the storm. In this context there are sensitive Christians who 
realize that, in mekinge something out of this transition, the conte 
rmibution of Indien thoucht is going to be very great. « Many Christe 
jeans realize that some of the dogmas which they have upheled ag ~ 
central to Christianity cannot stand scrutiny. The Heumenical Coune 
cil of the Cetholic Chureh has removed several of these dogmas, 
This reeassesament of Christianity which is oing on evan in the 
Catholic Church, is going te be of profound consequence to Christia- 
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enity and the rest of humanity. It is | slo process, A eertein 
leavénine®of Christianity is eoing on, taking ideas from other 
religions, rerticularly Indien religion. “het will be the shape of 
things to cone? It is hard to predict. 


question: -Do you think that the Church is aware of the influence 
of Indian thourcht? 


Answer: Most of then do not know that behind this tremendous re~- 
assessment of Christianity, there is the force of Vivekananda, the 
force of Vedanta, But when we study independently and objectively 
the whole phenomenon, we find thet the central force behind this 
present transition or revolution in Christianity is the contact of 
Christianity with Vedenta through Swami Vivekamnia, “hat has happ- 
ened? Christianity has never experienced this revolution throughout | 
its history. The question of the relations between its own denomina- 
tions, and of its relotion with other religions, has been explosive, 
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Today there is a desire to patch up 911 these differences between 
denominations, creste » sense of unity, ond include nensOheseeaee 
relicions as ell, 


Now this process has no sanction in the two thousand years of 
the history of Christianity itself, It has to be traced to its ~ 
sources, And the first source was the tremendous impact that Vive- 
kanenda’s speech at the Chicago “orld Parliament of Relisions made, 
when he said that upon the benner of every religion would soon an 
written *Help and not Fichtt, "Assimiletion and not Destruction’, 
‘Harmony and Peace and not Dissension’, - That little leavening, = — 
enterine the Christian heriteve, has slowly transformed it under — 
the compulsions of the modern ege, Due to the modern men's indiff- 
erence to relicion also, part tg has been compelled to re-ass~ 
ess itself. 


This is e creat chapter thet Christianity has been writing tex 


4tself., Here you find, when you trace it, the Vedentic influence, 
Put unfortunstely, os Vivekanemia said, yo. cannot pinepoint this 
influence, becouse it is | silent one, Indian influences have been 
silent, “hat is it that hes been recorded in history? In several 
Leetures in the universities in tle “est, T had to say, "What is it 
that has been recorded in history? An invasion, en oppression, an 
aecression -- that is always what is recorded in history. But if 
it is a silent influence, nobody records it,* 


7 I often used to speak in humour, saying, ‘Thousands of famili- 
es are very happy in life, “hen the husband and wife are happy, 
there is noineed for the newspapers to publish anything; but @s soon 
as one husbend and wife cuarrel, immediately a bic headline cones 
in the newspapers, It is recorded in history. ‘So, the cood things — 
are never recorded that way,' Indian influences are of this natures | 
not only now but in ancient tises also, I quoted the famour line qf 
from Vivekananda, ‘Like the gentle dew that falls unseen and une | 
: 


-heard, and yet brines into blossom the fairest of roses, has been 
the contribution of India to the thoucht of the world,’ And such 
has been the contribution in the last seventy-five years of Indian 
thought to the refashioning of Christianity, It will be recogniz- — 
ed within the next century by the Christian leaders themselves, To- 
day some are recognizing it,jike the Catholic father who pose im: 
the Symposium of “elivions in Chicago in September 1968, {Vide 

the report of his speech in “rabuddha Pherata, Decenber 1968). 
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Question: In the licht of the recent encounter with other faiths 
in the "est, what do you think should be the mode of erp Se 
religion in the contemporary world? . 


| Meg 
Answer: I often explained in all these meetings, leetures and tae | 
cussions, and now more particulerly in The Vessage of the Upanishads, 
in the introduction itself, the point timt Swami Vivekananda made | 
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thet every religion has tvo aspects; one fundamental and /other 
peripheral, The peripheral is the smrti content of the religion, 
Tts do's and don'ts do not have relevance for all ages; they must 
change, Put the sruti content, the fundamental, is eternal, 


In the phenomenal or smrit aspect of religion there is transi- 
tion, The wisest policy for any religion is to stress the fundamen-— 
tal, the sruti aspect, and soft-pedal the non-fundamental or peri- 
pheral or smrti aspect, “hen this is done religions will become | 
capable of co-operating with each other, “hat creates the differ- 
ences between religions, and even between denominations within the | 
sane religion is the presence of the smrti element and over-enpha=- | 
sis on the smrti element, “hat separates the Catholic and Protest-e . 
ants? Not the sruti content of Christianity; thot is universal; 
but its emrti content, The denominations are at logzer-heads with | 
ench other, “fisely the Christians*are overcoming this dominonece of . 
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the smrti content and are stressing the sruti content, In all the 
Teligions of the world we shall find enouch of the sruti element 
to bring us together, Purity, compassion, love of Sod, love of 
man, service - why, these are the essentials of religion, 


The Hindu tradition has wisely provided for change in smrti 
and continuance of sruti, That is the creat idea of the Indien 
tradition. Sri Ramekrishna puts it in the most beautiful lancuage: 
*Moghul coins have no currency under the (East India) Company’s — 
rule’, 


“hen a tree grows, the bark must grow along with the tree, If — 
the bark does not grow along with the tree, the bark will ‘ehoke it 
If the tree is healthy it will grow new bark, Similerly with e 
spiritual tradition: it mus crow, Changes, new situations, heve 
cone, It must go on re~interpreting itself in terms of the new 
situetion, This Hinduism has provided for, Thet is why Hinduism 
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is an eternal religion; it continues in new ways, 


Even the Remekrishna movement, fro: the sruti point of view, 
is essentially the ancient Hinduism; from the smrti point of view 
4t is new, “e (of the Ramakrishna movement) are, as I often put 
it, socially heterodox and spiritually orthodox, That is our posi-~ 
tion in all these matters, That is why we are able to co to the 
“est. Dealing with the people, livine in harmony wit the white 
man « these are points on which we must be able to change; other- 
wise we shell become stagnant, Hinduism was stagnant in the. last 
century and the preceding centuries. It is not so today, Thet is 
why, in all religions including Islam and Christianity, we should 
stress sruti contents of religion, The emrti content is necessary; 
but you heve to manufacture new content in response to the condi- 
tions of modern Life today. 


Oestion: Dees not even the sruti content itself ai fer. sehtehah 
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between sect and sect? 


Answer; No, no; there is no difference in the sruti content: for 
instance, the need for purity of heart, Jesus said, *Blessed are 
the pure in heart for they shell see God,* That is a sruti state- 
ment. How shall we become pure in heart? That is up to us, There 
are different methods: bhakti, jnana, karma, all these methods are ~ 
there, .Thet is the beauty of the sruti content of religion. There 
4s no stereotyped method, But in the arti content everything is 
fixed and firel, That is why conflicts cone, 


Question: Is the poverty in America more cruel than the affluence — 
in India? 


Answer: Affluence in India there is, “any Americans do not believe 
thet there is eny poverty in America, It is only during this de. 


“cade that this truth has dawned upon the American mind in @ strike 
ing manner, Last year several newspapers publisised the poverty in 
Aserica with pictures etc, Real poverty and surfering are there, 
Twenty-five percent of the Anerican population is really poor; but 
there is a relativity about it, In America the cost of living is 
high, If aman earns, say, Rs. 2500/- a month, it is a poor level 
because the cost of living is very high, The poorest of. people in 
America gets about Rs. 2500/+ a month; but that cannot provide for 
basic needs, They receive finencial assisterce from the GSovern- 
ment, whereas in India wages are extremely low, Our poorest man 
gots "Re 62/« & year according to the latest estimates, and the re- 
sult is that we have tremendous poverty here; but we have riches 
here also, The gulf between the rich and the poor is so high in 
India - I do not think that in many nations you heave this kind of 
gulf between the rich and the poor, the illiterate and the educat- 
ed, 
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In America they have this problem of poverty, It can be ree 
moved only by greater efforts on the part of the State to bring © 
econoni¢e opportunities to these people, It is mostly the black peo- 
ple that are poor; but a proportion of the white population also is 
poor, For the first time the Americen nation has been confronted 
with the problen of poverty in the midst of affluence, 


In India this is an old story. Tere there is a wide disparity 
‘between the poor and the rich in economic terms, That is why our 
greatest problem here is to bridge the gulf by reising the poor to 
© higher level, The minimum demands of health, education, general — 
wellebeing have to be satisfied, Our problems are really very 80= 
rious beenuse in the poverty of India millions are involved, out 
of the 540 million people in India at least per cent will be 
on an extremely low level; so our problem is very bir. 


In America it is not so difficult, If the money opens os the 
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Vietnam was were directed to removing this poverty by civing thom 
industriel opportunity, it could be solved, That is why, in stue 
dent protests, this is always pointed out, Billions of dollars 

@ year sre wasted there, In our own country there is so much of 
poverty; why not divert that money here? That is one of the prime 
questions of the dissidents end the protestors in America, 


Question; Could not Vedanta serve the coloured people of America 
in a very substantial manner by putting across to them the ides 
that it is better to strive for the manifestation of divinity than 
to strive for equality? , 


inswer: The black populetion of Ameri¢a is passing through © tree 
mendous phase, @ revolutionary phase, just now. For the first time 
they are reelizing their identity as a human population, Till re. 
cently they were just classed es whet ere called 'the messest in 
Ta Put since the second world war a tremendous ewakenine has 
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come anong the bleck people of ‘America, They do not want to becore 
like the white peéple - second-class citizens of a white-netion, 
They went to remain black; they are proud of being bleck,of having ~ 
a black history and a bleck tradition. They want -to develop their 
black manhood and womanhood, “ithin ten vesrs this philosophy has 
crested a tremendous energy resource axons the black populetion. 


Tt is something amazing to see their enercy, their resources, 
their sense of confidence, Tn fact, Swami Vivekansnda’s message of — 
Yedanta, without being taught them, is Tindine a pronounced expresse 
ion amone the black people of 4 erica, Have faith in yourself; 
this is the first teachine of Vedanta, The black man today has — 
faith in himself; and the blsck woman todey has faith in neuen 
Out of thet will cove the new development of black society. cs Re 
Anerica. Ea 

Eventueliy there will be an inteersted society: I ‘fully by pater 
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it. In the beginning ell aevolopments in establishins their own 


identity are being handled by the blecks, There are many whites who 


want to help the blacks; but there are many blecks who do not want 


anybody *s help. “e shall stanc on our own feet, they say, Vedane 


tic teaching is actually in operation in its earlicst stares, 
“Man is essentially Atman:; thet is the truth. Its first manifesta- 


tion is faith in oneself, ani not depending upon somebody else, 


This is happening in » tremendous manner among the black peo= 
ple today, I mond their literature and was particularly impressed 
by the famous Autobiography of Yalcoln X, It is a remarkable book 
evincing 2 powerful feith of tho black man in himself. But it is 
a terrible anti-white book, Any white person resdine it is apt 
to feel frightened, Those ere the sort of words used: Yes, the 
whites came from Pngland and landed on Plymouth Rock; but the 
blacks were brought as slaves from Africa and the Plymouth Rock 
Lended on then. This is the type of lenguage thet is used all 


2 
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through the book « most frightenine leneuaco, because 4% 18 truth, 


So in America today there is the expertence of a voleano of 
human hatred, human feelings, human pressures rising and engulfing — 
the whole society, Thet is tho feeling you get... American wisdom 
and enersy can contest these forces ani create a new integrated 
society, thet will be a great contribution; but it is still fer 
away. 


I spoke in a nogro college in Dallas, in Texas State, TI had- 
lectured some months earlier in the year, Then they decided to 
have @ second lecture, So the friends there, Indians and Americms, 
decided to present some literature to the students of the colleges 
it is called Bishop's College, As it happened, this Dallas was the 
place where President Kennedy was murdered. In this Baghop's 
College, 4 negro college, we presented the students each with a copy 
of Thus Speke Vivekanania and of The Ramakrishna Movement: a 


Ideals and Activities, 


And there in the course of the lecture we placed before then 
the Vedantic iaea and quoted Swamiji ~ the idea of manliness and 
strength, of depending on one's own strencth and so forth, I¢ was 


& great inspiration to them ané they eagerly put relevant questions, | 
That was just a beginning, , 


A few black people enme to the services of our Vedanta Socileti 
in America, In course of tine when they come to know of the nessage 


are seeking e new licht and higher life: this hilosophy is so streng 
thenins, so purifying, Eventually they will odue up to this high 
philosophy, where we so beyond these little hatreds of everyday ex. 
perience ani try to find our unity with the 
tion that must eoxe one day, 


other man for integra- 
| 


uy 


- Question: Is it 4 fact thet ‘verican labour has the best 6f socla- 

1isn without its sting, in the sense thst it has trade unions with — 
. the right to strike, unlike unions in communist countries?’ 
oan 

Answer: Aserieen trade unions have tho right to strike; and nati : 
ean labour is highly advanced not only in technical efficiency but 
@lso in actual economic terms, They are all highly paid, “That is 
why they are not politically active, A trade union movement is 
@enerally a movenent for inproving the economic and cultural condi- r 
tion of the labout. class itself, According to Lenin, the $rede "> 
union movement by itself cannot caphure political power unless it 7 
is aligned vith the other political forces of a nation. “The Ameri- — 
@an trade union is very much coneerned only with the econotie end 
cultural development of its own mombers, It is not much interested 
in the politics] aspect. That is why it is very much just a trade 
union movement, As a labour movement it has all the power to 
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strike, to bergain for wages; and it always has bargained for better 


em better wages, Fortunately, some of the. Amcrican industrialists 


themselves have been pioneers in inersasing the wages of the laboure © 


ers in the interests of the industry itself by inereasing the pure 
chasing power of the people, 


The econonic ond moterial level. of the working class is very 
high, American workers go on vacation to Burops, on Mediterranean 
cruises, ani so forth - oven 2 simple carpenter or plumber or 
bricklayer earns about ten or twelve dollars per hour and enjoys 
these holidays, That is the position of American lebour, Feond- 
mically it is very high; but if the spiritual and cultural level 
is to be raise’ soothing more then mere economic or industrial 
development is necessary, Here cone the place of religion, not 
just eS a creed or dogma but as the means to the spiritual enrich- 
ment of the hunan personality, There is very little of this 
nourishment evident there, Much of their prosperity is wasted on 


‘ 
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@rinks and on other wasteful items under the pressure of a philoso- 
phy of man thet knows nothing beyond his physical dimension and the 
need for organic satisfactions, 


This is a contemporary world-wide problem. I think it is’ bes 
ginning to confront India also, little by little, Thot is why Swami 
Vivekananda gave us the motto: *Elevation of the masses without in- 
jurine their relision,* If we destroy their relicion, their spirit- 
ual life, we will bring them down to the amimal level, Swamiji had 
high praise for the Indian working class people because they are 1 
cultured, refined beings thouch poor end often illiterate, They are 
not drunkerds, they are not criminals, “e do not post policemen to 
watch over the poor people in Indis, whereas in other countries 
poverty is often associated ith crime, This is because spirituel 
culture wes biven to our people throughout the ages by our great 

saints and saces, And there is a light in their eyes which one 
misses in the working class in many countrics in the “est, as re- 


emarked by Professor Galbraith, 


So, in our industriel development, let us improve the economic 
standard of our labour sand also raise their educational levels; but 
let us not forget thot it is spirituality alone thet will raise their 
cultural level and.make them decent human beings, 


Suestion: Do you think thet the people of Latin America (Central and 
South America) can more essily enter into the spirit of Indian thou. 
ght and culture than those of Turopean countries and of North America? 


Answer: TI travelled in etcht countries of Latin America, ineluding 
Comsunist Cuba, in “ucusteSeptember 1969, Their catholic tradition, 
which is a bhakti tradition, makes the people in these countries very 
emotional, There is in them creat response to Indian thought today. 
No racial discrimination is noticed in Latin America, That is one 
important difference in conparison with the North American tradition, 


which is en Anglo-Saxon one, In North America, one gets the impre= 
ssion thet the whites feel they ere racielly saperior to the black 
and the brown; but not so the Spanish and the Portuguese who colo- 
nized Latin America, Latin America has this impress of racial =. 
equelity in a big way, Ina country like Mexico, in a country like 
Brazil, they would. not ask who you are, ‘any colours are there,” 
They mix well, There is no racial problem, 


As T said, the bhakti trodition makes them emotionally rich, — 
I was deeply touched by the love and emotionsl warmth of the Latin 
American peoples who thronged to hear me in many universities and — 
public meetings, I. was simply overwhelmed by their love, It is 
to. be found in other parts of the “estern hemisphere also; but it 
is present in a bic way in Latin America, Just as in India some 
provinces are more emotional, some less, sO also is it in the 
“estern hemisphere, 
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ouestion; Did you visit eny Sunday Schools in America? In view of 

the fact thet the relicious training of children st home is neglect- 
ed in India today, do vou think thet it will be spiritually helpful 

to Indian children if this programme is adopted in India? 


‘nswer; The Sunday School system is quite cood, But what is taught 
in Sundey Schools in the United States and other countries T am not 
very happy about. In the past, most of the wrong ideas about other 
religions used to be inctheated in the Sunday Schools. Today, of 
course, there is less of that; not from choice, but be¢ause nobody 
cares for thet sort of thine, 


I was taken to a Sunday School of a Catholic Church in U.S.A. 
There is less and less spiritual sermons in U,S, Churches, including 
the Catholic ones, these days, The people find it too *heavy',. 

But there are discussions of current sociel problems in sermons, 


including the Viet Nam war, I Spoke for just two minutes only to the 


=~ Ee ee Se ee ee eee eee 


o 71 = | 
5 , 
the children of that Sunddy Schoos, I told them a few spiritual : 
truths - the divinity in the heart of man and how it ean be manifest. 
ed wonderfully in one's life, The children resronded wonderfully to 
these ideas ani their enthusiasm was evident in the light in their | 
eyes, The Catholic Father who conducted me was much impressed by 
their response to these spirituel ideas, 


In India there is tremendous scope for the spiritusl edueation 
of our children throucsh Sunday Schools, Already they have been 
started in some of the Remakrishna “ission centres in Caleutta, 
Delhi, Bangelore and Colombo, There sre five hundred children attend 
ing the schools in our Colomb-o Centre, Fut that means thet a lot 
of teachers possessing the new understanding of teaching relicion 
with a view to developing personslity and character on a broad basis 
are necessary, I have addressed many such teecher groups in India 
when I have emphasized the need not to terch a child any of the tra- 
G@itional idea’ of relicion which mey be questioned and may be found 


which they will inereasinely realize te 


ia ece and uenterstandiac, 


by the ebild shen it deeomes alder; 
lé atheisties) ant acnostic, 
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hes accordingly to revise its Sunday School ders yenens and prograe 
MMS », 


Ouestion; In 1945 Japan was a shattered nation in every sense, But 
today Japan is on the highest rune of prosperity. On the other 
hand, in 1947]ndia was at the height of her clory, yet today we 

are where we are, What do you think are bhe reasons for this mould- 
ing of the destinies be the two nations in two cdistersat ways? 


Answer: The reasons are three,. They lie with the poonhs chenbadie 
ves, The Japanese are a highly disciplined nation. They love work, 
hard work, They talk very little, They spend little energy in 
expressions of exotion, I have rarely seen the Japenese quarrell- 
ing in tho streets or shouting at each other, “ow, due to the poli- 
tical troubles, there have come hatred and sone amount of street . 
fights, But they are always a silent people, © hard«workine people; 
whereas in India we waste e lot of our enotional enerrzy in shouting 


and talking and frenzy and heve not learnt to discipline our emo= 
tions and direct their energies to calm, silent, useful work,. which 
is what Vivekanemla defined as personality efficiency. 


Secondly, we have become a sleepy nation, The philosophy we 
adopted had the effect of putting us to sleep, of making us lazy. 
In the leeturos I often used to quote two lines of a German poet 
the sentiments of which struck me as particularly true of our peo- 
ple since recent centuries: *Sweet is sleep; death is better; but 
it is best never to have been born.* That is the state from which 
Swami Vivekananda worked hard to rescue us, Accordingly, we are 
slowly getting swakened to that sense of manliness and strength 
and the capacity for work so characteristic. of the German and the 
Japanese peoples psrticulerly, and “estern peoples generally. 
when we develop this we shall surpess many others because we are 
not wanting in intelligence, “e have only to make it creative and 
give it a social direction, It is far avay yet. Our people are 
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sleepy even when they take a spade and work in the fields or 8 pen 
and work in the offices, That is why we aro not highly productive, 
whether in the offices, fields, or factorics,’ rie 


But the Japanese, even if it be young girls or boys, are very 
hard-working, never weste energy in noise or talk, They have con= 
ecentrated minds, “hen I was addressing e vonen's college near Tokyo 
in 1958, hundreds of girls were sitting in front of se on the floor 
in the Japanese way, with their legs bend backwards and sitting on 
their haunches, During an hour end ten minutes of the Lecture and - 
its trensletion into Japanese not once did I see them changing posie 
tion or turning their attention here and there, They heave leernt 
to discipline their bodies and mindg, That is true education by — 
whieh they eet a training of their minds end not the stuffing of the 
brains es we @o in our education in India, And the Japanese are 
lovers of beouty an¢ orderliness as well, 


In Indie, when you address a group of students or even grown= 
ups, if only ® bird pesses nearby, the audience will automatically 
be drawn to that bird and forget all about you and your lecture, A 
mere bird ean snatch away our mind because we have no discipline in 
concentration, in the training of the mind, For us education is 
more often not training of the mind but stuffing of the brain; there 
in Japan it is different, And the fruits also sre aifferent accord- 
ingly. 


Thirdly, Jeapen hes had a creat advantage in the post-war years. 
She had to spend mothing on defence; America spent millions of dollars 
on Japan's behalf, And Jepan made capital out of this particular 
situation, But this situetion is changing now, Japan is slowly be- 
ine forced by circumstances to assume her defence responsibilities 
herself, But by now she has come to the highest level of production 
fn industry and aericulture, In shipbuildine she has beaten even 
Fnelend end America. Yearly twenty million tons she builds every 


year, That is a sien of national efficiency, The character of a 
people is the product of their philosophy. Ts Sas 


But I have.no doubt that the new philosophy thet Swami Viveka- 
nanda has given us will transform the “ndian scene, Really and ~ 
basically it is just an expansion and development of our own trad{-— 
tionel Cite philosophy, But this fruition will teke sore time, | 
“e have so much of the dead weight of the past to overcome, Then 
only will the now ideas take root and fructify. This is bound to 
Gone, This mofern see in Indien history.is mecnt to make us effie 
cient in every sense, This is the meening of Svand Vivekananda's 
constent emphasis on manemaking relicion and menemakine education, 
e . } 


Suestion: Do you think that the Amerienn occupation has done some 
permanent demage to the civilization of Tapan? If so, what are the 
chances of Tapants overcoming those i11 effects? 
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Answer; Japan is in a peculiar situation today, In fact, during 
my talks to groups in Japan, I hed occasion to refer to thie. 
Japan and England are in almost similer situations today, though 
the position of Japan is much more complex. Post-war Japan has 
yet to discover its mission in the modern world. With its defeat 
in the Second “orld Yar, the whole thought=world of Japan comple= 
tely collapsed. Wer traditionel ideals, aspiretions, and scele 
of values received a tremendous jolt, The nation does not know 
what its place is in the altered world situation, There is 4 
groping to find this out. There is a search for the abiding -ele- 
ments of its national tradition and what part she is to play in 
the completely altered world situation, And I en sure thet with 
its undiminshed vitality and dynamism, Japan will discover it end 
pecone a positive international force before lone, 


It is here that India's contribution will play a crest part 
in Japan's future, A new philosophy of man is needed there that 


will reorient the tremendous enercy resources of the Japanese people, 
Pollowing in the wake of the colonial powers of the “est, they were 
used to destroy other nations politically, commercially, and even 

by militery force, That whole energy needs to be directed to human 
ends within ani without the nation, bringing happiness and welfere — 
to the backward sections of the populetion, But it needs the stigue 
lus of a philosephy that treats man above his physical dimensions, 
his organic limitetions, That is what Vedanta will bring to Japan, 
Already in Japan there are people who sre responding to the Vedentic 
message, especially the younger ceneration who read the books of 
Swand Vivekananéa increasingly being published in the Japanese 
laneusee. 


This will be one more tconquest* of Vivekananda, besides his 
*eonquest' of the “est. Strength will cove to the people from his 
teaching of man's spiritual nature, © streneth coupled with gentle- 
ness and comapssion. During my speech at the Yaseda University of 
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Tokyo in 1958 + it is a huge university of thousands of students - 

I had said, "You tried to conquer Americas but Americe conquered 
you, Indie is going to “conquer” Amertea and Jepen also in a differ= 
ent way.’ ‘Yes, you may suceeed as well' the students had said, 


tyes’, T had gone on, "but India will "conquer" through spirit- 
ual ideas, through love - that is Indie's way of conquest, And we 
are going to "throw bomb" on you also in Japan; they will be *bomb" 
of books and ideas, end of nothing else, They are more powerful 
then atom and hydrocen bombs, but life-giving, not life-destroying °. 
The students had then responded; "You throw such bombs on us and we 
shall be very harpy.' This process is coing on since then, Tt will 
gather streneth ss decades pass, 


England is in the same difficult position, The education of 
the Enelish child for the last two hundred years in its public 
schools and universities was to make him or hor a ruler of the world. 
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Today thet world is gone slong with thet imperial mission, Today . 
England does not know whet its mission is in the completely altered 
post-er world, There was © series of talks over the B,P.C, just 

a few years ago in its Reith “enorial Lectures, The speaker referr- 
ed to this problem while dealing with the theme of Pritein Today, 
And he said thet ‘ritein was in search of its new mission in the 
postewar ere, In the meantime there is the vacuum. And most of 
the ailrents of the “ritish body politic today arise from this ideo- 
logical vacuum, “hen the 014 worldemission wasothere;cevérything 
in Britain had cone off smoothly; but with thet secure base shatter- 
ed due to the loss of empire, the netion finds its outgoing energies 
recoiling on itself, This «ives rise to social tensions end troub- 
les, Vivekananda hed seid even with reference to India, thet much 
of her internal problems arose from not seeking and finding a heale 
thy channel to express her national energies outside during the 
past few centuries, He was the pioneer to cut such a channel and 
give India back the awareness of a world-mission in tune with her 
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Ye have had no foreign policy for centuries, “e must heve one. 
now=- an active and rositive one, “hat is a positive foreien policy 
for Indie? “ot destroyine other people, not argression, no, said 
Swani Vivekananda, Eut she is to disseminate her tested srirituel 
and philosophical thoucht abrosd. That is something vital; and 
live them at home; preach them abroad, That is something vital. 
During this world tour, I saw the truth of this statement of Swami 
Vivekanenda, Since attaining our politics] independence in 1947, 
we have increasingly soucht help from the outside world for our own 
economic development; but we did not give to the world in the recuim 
ed mensure what we have and what the world expects from us, Taking 
and not giving, is what constitutes beggarys; and todey other nations 
look down on India as = beggar. Some of the references to India 
which I cane across in New Zealand and other countries depict condi- 
tions in India as worse than, say, in war-torn Biafra in Nigeria, 


— EE a a 


~ 83 « 


T have heard of Indians being creeted Sometimes in the streets of 
these countries by passers-by with the remark: Oh, you sre from India 
here are a few cents for your poor people, 


Ye ere seeking and getting aid fron various countries; there is 
no harm in that, “e do need economic aid, seféntific aid, technical 
aid from the developed world, Vivekananda asks us to sit at thefeet 
of other nations and learn what they have to teach us, “e are also 
helping other developing nations eccording to our strength through 
the Colombo Plan, But we have something 6lse of vital value to 
share with the rest of the world, As soon as that is grasped, the 
situation becomes changed, ‘“e have no political message to the rest 
of the world; we are at the receiving end in this field, .But we ~ 
have much to give in the field of philosophy and spirituality, This 
was convincincly demonstrated by Swami Vivekanandaas the the unique 
field of our dynamic foreicn relations, Throughout India's lone 
history one of the important constituents of her foreign relations 
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was the spread of her philosophicsl and spiritual ideas abroad, 
And today this work is so relevant, in that the rest of the world 
also seeks them. The Government of India is slowly realizine this, 


This is how, I am sure, the whole scope of India's foreign ree 
lations will become crystallized as the deeades pass by, This is 
on the lines shown by Swami Vivekananda, “e need diplomatic rela- 
tions, comercial reletions, cultural relations, and all other types 
of socio-political relations with the rest of the world. But we 
need to forge another relationship with the rest of the world, 

That is the unbreakable bond of spirituelity, This can issue only 
fron the rational, universal dimensions of India's eulture and ex. 
perience, Its work is the bringing of modern hunanity close toge- 
ther in peace and hermony, Thet is the pernnial Vedantic contribue 
tion . Indie did it through Buddha for the whole of Asia in the 
pest, And today she is called upon to render this service to the 
whole world,in the wake of what she did throuch Vivekananda at the 
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close of the nineteenth century, “hen this is srasped by our nation 
today, it will regain its self-respect snd feith in its own destiny, 
and this will have © wholesome impact on her developmental] efforts 
in the domestic field as well, 


I was received with honour and love all over the world, Thet 
was because I represented that Eternal India, that Indie which has 
somethine precious to give to the world and to her own children, 
This is Swami Vivekan:nda's gift to the Indian people, a clear con- 
cept of India's external relations, “e do not interfere with the 
polities of any nation. "hen Chine beeane free and politically 
stronz, she started interfering politically in the affairs of other 
nations, Eneland did so, America did so, Even now thog are doine 
so, That is their national individuality. Indie does not ond cane 
not do this because hor netional individuelity lies in another field, 
Ye have no political message to the rest of the world, In that fielé 
we are st the receivine.end, It is time we erasp this arresting 
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truth glaring at our face, Then we shall seek and find our national 
individuality and what it means to the world, ‘hen Alexander the 
Great came to India, he became fascinated with India's philosophy. 
More than one Greek historian refers to this fact, So it has been 
with others from their nations in history, And so it is even today, 


Addressing Amerlean university audiences T had often said that 
their country was discovered as India by Columbus, Even after the 
mistake Was recognized, the native people of /merica continued to be 
called Indians, I asked the American students to continue the exe 
ploratory voysge of Colunbus and discover the real India for theme 
selves, I referred to the poem ‘Passage to India! written by one-of 
their great poets, "alt “hitman, ‘India is 9 vast continent, geoe 
eraphically as much 4s ideolosically, There is a whole continent of 
thought in Indie which it is up to you to explore; and Swamd Vivee 
kananda came to you to eive you a taste of the excitement in store 
for you from that exploration', I told them, 
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And todey America and other parts of the world have set their 
course on this momentous voyarce of exploration, ih 


Question: Do you think that Singapore has a propitious atmosphere 
for cultivotine dielogue between religions? How can that atmosphere 
be made more fitting for the Mission's work? a 


Answer: The Remekrishna Mission in Singapore is a very. dynamte cen- 
tre which has made en impact upon the life not only of Singapore but 
also of the recions round about, Fortunately the Singepore politi- 
cal stage, asa it is constituted today, has a broad philosophy make 
ing for harmony between the races, the lancuages, end the religions — 
of the Sincapore people, There is a -eneral desire there to come 
close to each other; end the centre of the “Mission in Singapore is 
really active in this particuler field, I was so happy to find thet. 
the centre and the Swamiji-in-charge, Siddhatmanandaji, are hiehly 
respected by the ¢¥arious serments of the Sineepore population, 
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This is what you call a good augury for the future, They realize 
that this Vission hes e special function to perform in the coasunity 


of Singapore, 


The whole of South-east Asia has becone a field for this spread 
of unifying man-making ideas, Singspore is just the service base 
for its cultural and spiritus) development, On both levels work ig 
being done, Fecantly a new building costing over three and a half 
lakhs of rupees was put up, That building is specially devoted to 
seminars and discussions of this kind and to various retreats and 
80 on, It has just started in a big Way this year, Its activities 
will increase as time goes on, 


Question: “hat abnut our shrouded neighbour Burma? Tow is the 
Mission working there? 


Answer; Burma has become an isolationist today. It just covers 
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itself up. It does not want contacts with the external world, 

It thinks that these contects will harm Burmats way to political 
and social maturity, Sut generally this is not true, “hen you’ 
shut yourself up in your own little room, what happens is that the 
air of the room does not go out and the outside air does not come 
ing and so the air in the room stagnates, Theat is what we in 
India did for a thousand years and we paid a heavy price. Ultima. 
ely it is coing to be injurious to the State that edopts sucha 


policy. -- 


I do hope that Burne will. become liberal in its attitude to 
modern culture and modern civilizations and that it will allow 
modern idea to contribute to e solution.of its problems in the 
contemporary way and not in an old-fashioned, isolationist way. 
Purma is a very beautiful country. I lived there for three years 
during the pre-war period, and what beautiful relationships we 
had with the people there} The present attitude is just a pass- 


ing phase: that is what I hope. 
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Question: Swami Vivekananda referred to Buddhism as the logical 
conclusion of Hinduism, Fron that standpoint cannot our Mission's 
work in Ceylon with the collaboration of the resident Buddhists 

be of special service to the buddhists world? 


Answer: e have a strong Ranekrishna Mission movement in Ceylon, 
and fhe thinking Buddhists respond to it with enthusiasm, They 
come to the meetines, speak at the meetings, and feel so happy 
at the Namakrishna Yission, It conducts s big guest-house, at 
Katargama, an internetional pilgrim-centre, where Buddhists of 
various persuasions come and Stay, and we serve then. “e feed 
them all free and they ceive donations, I+ is a wonderful work 
thet is being done there, Christians, “uslins, Findus - all 
come there along wtth the Buddhists, The Buddhists have yet to 
develop the desire to oo ont of themselves and enter into dia- 
logue with other relicions, There is still thet reserve there, 
But among the thinkine section this new idea, thet they must not 


oo GE Se 
be shut up in a perticuler group if they want to develop, is come 
ine. EY saad 


One difficulty there is becouse of the internal conflict ba -— 
ween the Tamilian populetion in the north and the Sinhalese majoe 
rity in the rest of the island,. The Sinhaleso heve a very uneasy 
relationship with the Tanil people, Fut Indians in general are 
not usually ellergic in the matter of human relations, Tspecially, 
if North Indian people go there the Sinhelese wolcome them, And — 
they sre eavare of their own kinship with the North, After all, | 
they ere originslly fron Bengal, The first man who went end colo- 
nized Ceylon about 2500 years ago wes fro Bengal, They do realize 
thet, And Buddhism went there from Pengsl too, Put present frict- 
ton ic due to historical circunstances. The Ta ilians conquered 
Ceylon for sone centuries and the Sinhalese fear is that they may 
again conquer them, That fear is slowly goine, very slowly. T 
suw many Sinhalese em Tamilians working together, 
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It is harmful even in a bie country end more so in 5 small 
country to have such jenalousies and conflicts amone its own ped. 
ple, They do not seen to realize it. But the "ission's contribue 
tion here is going to be vital beesuse we respect the country as 
a host. Ye respect the Buddhist tredition that is there,and we 
respect the Hindu tradition also,. Ye represent the synthesis of 
both these treditions, Thet is the Mission's position, In fact, 
the last time I spoke there was a series of lectures on Puddhisn 
in the modern world and on Sri Ramakrishnats contribution, That 
was 9 series of lectures during the 2500th anniversery of Buddéhats 
pessine away, 


Question: What wes your experience in Australia as to the possi- 
bilities of Vedante beine helpful to the people of the country? 


Answer; Australia is in exactly the position of the U.S.A. There 
is a tremendous hunger for thinvs that lie above man's worldly 
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life - © spiritual hunser, Economie prosperity is very high, The 
populetion is very small, A huge centinent: About twelve million: 
people in @ continent which is bieser than India} That is Austra- 
lia, Put there is a hunger for relicion, The destre to turn to 
India spiritually is strengthened by another desire to turn to 
India politically as well, This is beceuse the British withdrewal 
from the East, especially from Singepore, lesves Australia isolated. 
She wants to forge strong links, politicel and social, with Eastern 
countries like India and Indonesia, So there is 2 considerable - 
turnine towards India; and Indie’s turning to-ards Australia is 
@lso there, She is very well developed country industrially, 


Purine my one week's visit to Australie I visited Sydney, Mel- 
bourne, snd canberra, the three important cities, TI cane across 
many people who were eager to understand the philosophy of India, 
Indian books ar@ fhebi¢g demand in Australia today. Many religious 
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teachers go there, some good, some not so good, some positively 
bed,. All sorts of people go, And they find their own listners 


too, 


But serious students asking for serious ideas, philosophical 
ani religious, are not many, Thet is why the Vedanta ridvemer+t 
cannot immediately spread there, “hen they realize that they 
need something pure, then Vedanta will spread, There are very 
few today who understand that. Hut that number is going to in- 
crease; I could see the tendency there, 


uestion: Looking back on your tour, do you think thet Vedanta 
Gan be the chief unifying factor in brining together all creative 
forces that are at work in the world? 


Answer; It will take a lone time, ‘e know that Vedanta has the 
strength, philosophiesl and Spirituel, It is essentially a canp- 
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srehensive philosophy of man in all his beichts and depths, It 
Goes not meke a distinetion between man physics] and man intellect. 
ual, man spiritual ani man secular, between sacred and profane, 
petween sefentific and relirous: none of theso, Fut that Vedanta 
has to be projected, end it must reach wide sections of thinking 
people, Thet will take quite a bit of time, But if there is any 
thought thich can unify the creative forees that are at work, it 
is Vedanta, No other systen of thoughts can, It is the only 
thought which sefience respects today, 


Question: How did India, with all her probloms snd struggles, — 
eppear to you from abroad, when looked at in the perspective of 
the entire human race movine towsrds an unknown destiny? 


Answer: The first impression that you cet of India’s mounting ra 
problems, viewod fron foreign countries, especially the highly 
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advanced countries of the “est, is thet human problems are univere 
sal, Every courtry hes its ovn problems; eeccordingly, ~e have our 
own problems in India, This means that one’s sense of despair, 
that India is absolutely down and out, is immediately lifted, 
Everywhere human societies sre fecing problems today and, in sone 
countries, these problons are more complicated thah they are in 
India, This gives one a sense of perspective, which is necessary 
when viewing one's own problems, It does not lessen the serious. 
ness of one's problens, but. it gives one couraze to face these 

and tackle these, Tverywhere there are problems ani every country 
is trying to fsce them manfully, "e shall also do the same. It 
is this type 6f courage, it is this type of hope thet inspires 

an Indian when he views his country's problems from afar, I 

often used to realize frm afar the truth of Swamt Vivekananda's 
faith in India's destiny and in her capacity to face and solve 

her problems in the modern ace, 


But therve are problems which accunulsto during centuries of” 
stagnetion. of 4 society, And so fer as our country is coneerned, — 
we have today these cumulative problens to tacklo,. °@ heve to gum = 
moh up. our enormous human resources on) foco then, There 4a a mane — 
ly way of fecing problems, That was what Swand Vivekananda taught 
us, .in the Yest,.they sre manfully facing their problems; and go, 
any sense of @espair that we in India may have experienced in ree 
cent years is absolutely unfounded, If there sre problems, man is 
move than adequate to solve them, To prepare men in Indie for this 
tabk was the mission of Sweni Vivekenonia; and his 4ndomitable «. ) 
spirit will inspire India to identify and solve her a probe 
Leis. 


In the West there are very serious prodlens,: OS sme a 
country Like the U.5,4, ov countries like Zngland, Franco, even 
Geranny, The sane thing I saw in Japan, Tranenfous problens are 
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there facing the people in ell these countries, Some of them are 
just problens of the post-war era, es in Germeny, Tngslend, end 
Japan. Their world hed been shattered by the war, and not only © 
their economies and political structures, A new vorlid has emerged , 
and they are trying to find their own place, their own mission, in 
that postewar world. They ere trying to find the resources of - 
wisdom ami strength eni confidence to face these problems, To some 
extent, they sre winning, But we can see thet they have still 
mounting prebloms to face in the sooiel field, ard even in the 
political ani the international fields, ) 


America has tremendous domestic problems and internetional 
problems as well, In fact, when you compare the problems various 
“mations have to face in the post-war world, I discovered during the 
period of my stay in U,5,A.that thet ereet country was confronted 
with the fact thet internationally her image hed gone down Guring 
the post-war yoars, ‘This is a fact which is being recognized in 
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the U.S, itself, At the end of the Second “orld “ar, America en- 
joyed the highest prestige in tthe world, All the nations looked up 
to 4% for guidance ond inspiration. I% was the great’ bastion of 
liberty against Nazi and other totalitarian tyrannies, It had enére 
mours resources srising fro. the most efficient modern technology 
and vast material wealth, Out during these last twontystwo! years) 
there has been a continual erosion of this dominant position of ~ 


has receivee rebuffs fron every port of the world, Any smell nas 
tion can just snap hor fingers et the still powerful United States 
of America; end this not only by South 4merican countries, but also 
by Far.Enstorn countries, 4werice is having a reappraisal of her 
foreign policy and of her relations with foreign countries, And: 
then there are sociel problems within /uerica itself; the conflicts 
between blacks ond whites, between the youths and the older geners= 
tion, and between the entrenched capitclistic system and°the new — 
soeinl forces sonerated within by post-war internetional influences, 
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All these put together make for a mounting set of problens 
for the United Stetes which its citizens are strugeling haré to 
teckle, It is instructive for us to wateh aml seo how they do 
it, ani see what lessons we oan leayn from it for facing our o7n 
problems in India, ‘ce do hope tint these nations will succeed 
in facing theiy problems en) evolve for themselVes more atable 
end progressive societies, Ani we hope the same for Infia alse, - 
In these times, no nation need depend upon its own limited resour- 
ces, There is the entire human resource of wisdom and experience 
to help netions, Indie was taught this lesson by Swant Vivekananda, 
So, viewing India problems from the vantave ground of a foréien 
country, a sensitive Indian citizen ean feel hope for his nation. 


But whatever be the nature of the prdblems, however mounting 
and complex they be, hunan resourses’ ean be mobilized against ther 
and they can be overcome, That is the feelings that T heave: a. 

a 
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sense of hope, © sense of confidence, ‘here is nothing thet men 
cannot do, There is infinite possibility within man, Tht is the 
Vedantic spiritual approsch, represented by Swami Vivekananda, That — 
is the essential spirit behind modern thought as well, The Prome. 
thean sperk, when it is ignited in a humen being or in a group of 
people, will be able to burn up these problems, And I feel that, 
through all the contemporary strucgles and tunults, humanity is mr- 
chine forvard to achieve better and higher levels of life for man 


everythere, 


“hen I was in foreien countries, I often used to be impressed 
by the very size of India, continentel and demographic: every sixth 
person in the world is an Indian, It is a vast country endowed with 
tremendous human and natural resources, but also faced with mount- 
ing problems, “ut 21) these together, side by side with the energy 
of modern knowledce and technicue, and we have the India of todey, 
She 4g assimilating all these enerry resources today, That is 


what makes me detect a new strencth in India, and experience a 
sense of confidence in our people, and in our leaders, I have | 
never felt a sense of defeatism or hoplessness in this matter, 


Suestion: “here are the marked affinities and differences in the 
modes of struggle of the underprivileged people of other countries, 
such as the Negroes in U.S.A, and the underprivileced in India, 
such as the Hari jans? 5 res. BEELI 
Answer; The situation is practically the same, After all, the 
underprivileged in India and the underprivileged in the U.5., both 
constitute vast masses of people who have suffered heavily fron 

the existing social order in the two countries, If a Negro has 
suffered oppression, enslavement, and even physical torture, our 
own lower classes in India have suffered no less, Fut in the way 
these problens come to the surface, in the way they have been 
tackled by the nation as © whole, or by its underprivilesed section, 
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there is © world of difference between the T.S, and India, 


One great difference is thet in India the people.are one, 
You cannot deny it. The lower classes or the underprivileged, 
and those who are at the top, they come from the same stock and 
are larcely indistinguishable, In America, on the other hand, 
there is a glaring contrast between the underprivileged and the 
privileged because of the glaring difference in racial stock and 
colour, It is not an easy thing to unite the white and the black, 
because the contrast is so obvious, “hereas in India, this gulf 
does not exist, "“e only have to change our ettitude and realise 
thet the underprivileged are our own people kept down by social 
discrimination and economic dominstion, “e have only to extend 
to them economic and educational opportunities side by side with 
educating our privileged classes in ethical sense amt political 
wisdom, That makes matters simpler. 
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That is why in India the situation did not develop into a 
harsh militant confrontation between the underprivileged and the 
privileged, There are two facets to this; 


The first is the teaching of the creat spiritual teachers 
end socio-political leaders of the lest and this century, who were 
the pioneers of Indian's modern renaissance, They admitted the 
weakness of Indian society, its tyranny, oppression, and injustice, 
_ and called upon the upper classes to make anends for it, to go down 
and bring up their underprivileged fellowmen, In powerful accents, 
Swami Vivekanenda, for example, exhopted the Indian people to 
‘wipe off this blot' fro: thoir society. So did Gendhiji, Such 
was the profound effect of this approach upon the educated, upon 
the intelligentia, of the time, that a movement anong the upper 
classes to go down to the lower classes and bring them up took 
place in Indias behind this was genuine synpathy for, and .real 
understanding of, the social Situation, It was not widesprend 
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enough, but it was significant enough to constitute a powerful move- 
ment for equality and equal opportunity set goinc by the upper class. 
_ @8 themselves, This attitude and movement was nourished and sustein 
ed by the powerful influences een ae from Swami Vivekananda and 
Mehatma Gandhi, 


The second is this: There arose creat leaders among the under. 
privileged themselves, Sri Nerayana Guru of Kerala, for instance, 
who initiated powerful spiritusl movements, faresighted anmicreative, 
to raise the social and economic level of their underprivileced 
fellowmen, who were already rich in a spiritual sense; for though 
poor, they were not criminals. 


In the case of the U.S., the founding fatiers had not recogniz- 
ed this problem when independence came to America in 1776, But 
within less than a century, the problem became very acute, leading 
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to the Civil War. There were great leaders who recognized that a 
great evil had been perpetrated on the underprivileged, especially 
the Negroes, em they tried to make amends, America remained unit- 
ed as one nation in spite of the threat of secession from its south 
ern confederacy, “he fierecely-foucht long Civil “ar was entirely 
devoted to this question of human equality which is the basis of 
_the Anerican Constitution, In that Civil “ar, this great subject 
was the issue which developed into a tremendous conflict between 

one group and the other, the progressive ani the reactionary, Sut 
the underprivileged were represented in this struggle not by the 
underprivileged themselves, namely the Negroes, who were. largely 
pessive witnesses of this strucele for human richts on their behalf, 
but by the progressive liberal people mone the whites themselves 
against their own reactionary fellovewhites, | 


That was the great idealism behind the Civil "ar. But 4t was 
a misfortune thet after the successful completion of the Civil Var, 
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the American nation forgot this problem, For decades, the fate of 
the Negro was nobody's concern, and it was this thet cumuletively 
created a tense situation during the eight decades followine the 
end of the Civil ‘ar, hare | | | 


The Second World War generated creat hopes among all the under- 
privileged of the world for a new era of economic en’ cultural oppor 
tunity for thenselves; and the Negwoes in Anerica were no exceptions 
they looked forward to the dawn of froedom emi equality, A tremende 
ous movement for extendins political and social rights am privéle. 
ges to the Negroes became the order of the day. After the conelue- 
sion of the Second "orld “ar, thore has been the Civil Rights move- 
ment in the U.S,A,, in which both the biecks and the whites have 
been participating and it hos thrown up powerful leaders, From 
1950 onwards, the pace of extending civil richts to the Negroes 
has been accelerated by several federel ensctments which, when chae 
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ellenged by white-dominated southern states, have been upheld by 
progressive Supreme Court judgements, 


These things in America are indications of 9 consciousness 
anong the privileged people, the educsted progressive sections 
anong them, that the struggle to bring about atruly egalitarian soe 
ciety in the U,S,, in line with the declaration in its own Constie 
tution, can am should no longer be delnyed, But the movement itself 
was very slow, and there was strong resistance from various segments 
of the whites or the privileged section of the population, It was 
this leg between mounting aspirations and slow implomentetions, in 
the post-war context of irrepressible human hopes, that made for 
the movement of the underprivileged devoloping ». militant character, 
One of the more important features of the post-war U.S, society is 
the militancy of the birc populnstion, 


The black militeney has really becone @ serious problem to the 
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U.S, today. I affects even the civil rights movement. We'dontt 
want civil rights, the black militants say; we want to remain sepas 
rate from tho whites, In fact, there is a real separbtion moves 
ment among the blacks there: twe don't want to be part of & white 
society at all, equal or unequal; we shall be entirely independent; 
we shall -have nothing to do with the whites,* has 


That is one aspect of the binck movement, “e cannot but be ~ 
deeply impressed by the enercy, dynamism, fearlesaness, and self- 
dedicetion evident in the bliackemilitent movement in the U.S, It 
4s posing a serious problem to the wisdom of the American people; 
how to destroy this virus of militancy with its hatred and bring — 
about real equality ani integration of the 4merican people? America 
4s passing throuch that phase just now, and I could see»several as- 
pects of it during the fifteen months I wes in there, 


One of the great black militant leaders, as I have pointed 
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out previously, was Melcolm X, He was extremely militent and hate 
ful of the whites in the beginning; but towards the end, he meRlow. 
ed, In the beginning he seid thet blacks and.whites could never 
live together, At that time he seid, every white man is a wicked’ 
rogue; he cannot be trusted, Towards the end, he slightly mellow. 
ed: he admitted thet there wore some good people eamone the whites. 
That was a considerable change in Malcolm X, whose eutobiography is 
@ widely read books; it is 9 masterly book. Fven es literature , 

it is a remarkable book. ; 


in that book we ean sense, we ean feel, the anger, the hatred, 
the shame exploding into a book, the tremendous explosion of a whole 
race which has been subjected to insult and tyranny for centuries - 
by the white man, All these found » focal point of explosion in 
Maleoln X anc in every page of his autobiography, The introduction 
to the book written by a distinguished white intellectual says that 
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many whites find themselves unable to read the book without fear and 
@ sense of euilt coming over them, They cannot stend it beeause most 
of whet he sey@ in the book is true, too true. Some of the passages, 
as I have said previously, are very revealing of the black mind, 


Says one passage: The whites came from Enejand and landed at. 
Plymouth Rock. (Plymouth Rock on tho east coast, near Boston, is the 
pace where the “nglish first cane and sottied)., o he puts 1t% you 
cane and landed at Plymouth Rock; but we were brought as slaves from 
Africa; and Plymouth Rock lanied on our heads} That is how he puts 
it. Such languece is plentiful in the book, +he truth is told with 
such bluntness, with such passion, that 1t creetes acute fear in the 
whites who read the book. st 


It is difficult to predict whon this racial problem in U,s,4, 
will be solved, I should say thet a solution will come through both 
sides working together - the whitos going down to bring up the balcks 
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and the blecks slovly beginning to think that there may be rood whites, 
thet all whites are not thet bad, This positively is revealed from 
the black side in the. evolution of the personality and idens of a 
leader like Maleolm X, If this noble attitude roes on crowing, even. 
tually there is bound to be an integrated Anertean society, But be- 
cause of a real eulf between the white and the bleck even physically, 
and beesuse there is no spiritus] wisdom, beyond the politics] and 

the Social, available to the nation, the problem of the underprivi- 
leged becomes much more intrectable for America, 


It is here that Indie has certain advantaces, The first advant- 
age is the one I refémred to earlier, that the underprivileged and 
the privileced belons to.the game human stock, Neither colour nor 
any racial factor is mresent to complieste the soeinal situation, 
Secondly, and what is most Significant, we heve the midanee of a 
rational philosophy, Vedanta, whieh goes beyond the political, beyond 
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» the soctal, with respect to man end all intershumen roletionships, 
ane which.does. not look at man merely from the outside, It looks at 
man from the inside also and teaches the spiritual truth of She essen 
tial divinity. of man, of all men, ie @aiee 


This is a teaching thet euts across ell external evaluations of 
man guch as. bleck or white, rich or poor, educated or ignorant, end 
the social distinetion procecding from them, It alone can really 
help to establish an integrated social order, whether in India, 
America, or elsewhere, And this teaching is very ancient in India; 
yet we have to confess thet in India itself it has been more honours 
ed in the breach than intthe observance, But thet teaching has — 
found a tremendous expression in modern India though her great spir- 
tual teachers like Sri Ramakrishna snd Swami Vivekanande, In the 
political fiela, creat lesders like. Mahatma Sandhi also implemented 
4t. Not only is there in modern India a great vision of human eque 
lity, beyond the physical, beyond the political, beyond the social, 
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a truly spiritual vision of man and his exeeliencs, but there is also 
the inspiration of creat teechers, and the powerful movements emana-t- 
ing from them, which guerantee the implementation of the vision thronu- 
gh persistent socio] educetion and legisiative action, 


So India hes a great spirituel resouree generated in the distant 
pest as vel] as in recent days for tackling this problem of the under- 
privilesed, And the Indien Constitution is definitely on the 64ée of 
the underprivileged, It has banned sll types of special privileges, 
@ll1 kinds of exelusiveness such as caste and untouchability, Along 
with such provisions in the Constitution and the strenuous endeavours 
of the Indien political state, there is also the awakened gocial 
consciences produced by the dynamic and rational spiritual nessece of 
practical Vedanta to sustein 921 such progressive endeavours, the 
state has banned untouchebility, It may still be prevalent here and 
there, but its back is broken by soeinl eduention and legislative 
action, Its elimination from Indian soelety is only a question of 
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time. Common democratic education, common social life, common poli- 
tical processes - when a generation or two of our people will pass 
through this common experience, these barriers will quietly become 
things of the past. ‘that is why there is rational basis for ereat= 
er hope of overcoming these social distinctions in India than in 
some of the Vestern countrics, | . 


Question: What happened to the sood work of Dr, Martin Luther King 
for the Negroes? Vas it been overtaken by black militancy?’ And 
what is the prospect of bringing this strugele to a happy end? 


Answer: All extermism in the social field is the result of the slow. 
ness in the implementation of justice in society, If this, implemente 
tion is sufficiently quick there is no extervsism et all. Negro 
militency is = product of the extreme slowness of the emancipation 
of the Negro, An emancipstion proclamation in the 1860's is one 
thing, but the actual situation of the Negro, due to the continued 
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neglect of the implementation of the proclamation is quite a differ- 
ent thing, Even up to thirty years ago, 4merican Negroes used to be 
lynched by white Americans in the streets, Today there is no such 
lynching, At least, it has ceased to be a one-way affair, If there 
is lynching, it is both ways, The Negro has become very assertive 
ané he counterectteckes;. ; | 


One of the things I saw in the U.S. was really strikine: a 
frightened bluck community, which could be, and has been, oppressed 
and humiliated by the whites, has become so strong, so self-confi- 
dent, that it has become now a source of fear to the white majority 
comunity itself, ‘That is something amazing, If, in a town, there 
are only, say, five per cent, of Negroes, they can create enough 
trouble eni disturb the whole town, They do not know fear, they do 
not care for their lives, Such tremendous enerrcy, such fearlessness, 
such militancy, ami such reversal of roles, is rare in history, T 
have not seen it in any other part of the world, Having been a 


~ 11% « = 


helpIess creature for centuries, the Negroes today is elive, vital, 
confident, with faith in himself. Thst is the heartening aspect of 
it from the Vedentic point of view as presented by Swami Vivekananda, 


This is a wonderful lesson, For the first time, as Vedanta 
sees, it,héis Atman, his Self, is awake in the Negro; and the first 
expression of such awakening is faith in oneself and the courage to 
assert one's rights: 'I cannot be treated es a creature,: I demand 
being treated as a person, I will assert my right to be so treated, 
I will stend on my own feet am shape my life and destiny,* This 
strength, this sraddha - atmasraddha respect for the self = hes 
come to the blacks in a big way; that is how Vedente looks et it, 


There are many Americensthinkers todey who echo this Vedantic 
view in their looking et this militant Negro movement as an essene 
tial prerequisite for an integrated American society. “hy? Because 


you cannot integrate a free and strone community with a slavish 
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and weak community: you can only integrate two free and strong comnue 
nities, But the Necro was never free; he was always a slave; he was 
always looked down upon, and he was always weak and hed no faith in 
himself, Dut today, for the first time, the Negroes have shed all 
that weakness ani fear and are strueeling for the recognition of 
their own identity as a free people. But they do not beg for it. 
They assert thencelves, They are goins to force this recognition on 
the world, This is the meaning of the contemporery Negro militency 
in U.S.A. 


In American universities and colleges, in 1950's and 60's, the 
Negroes started «{litant movements for this one thing: Identity, 
Recognition, Recognize Negro history; recognize Negro institutions; 
recognize Negro culture; have cheirs for Negro eulture, for Negro 
history. In the beginning, the university authorities protested; 
‘This 1s foolish, ‘There is no such thing es Negro history or Negro 
culture,' 
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But within five years, almost al1 the colleges and universities, 
especially in the progressive areas, recognized the validity of the 
Negro demand, and agreed thet there is such a thing as Negro eulture, 
there is such 9 thing as ‘egro history, Infact, today, there is a 
vast movement for unearthing the past of the “Negroes in the African 
countries from where they were brought as slaves to U.S.A, and other 
“estern hemisphere countries by the Turope rn colonists to work in 
their plantetions after the discovery of the estern hemisphere in 
1492, The study revealed thot they had developed cultures and fine 
institutions of their own: all that was lying in the limbo of oblivior 
Today research is being conducted into °11 these, as also into Negro 
music, Yegro art. On these subjects, big volumes are coming out in 
a steady stream, Veluable books on Negro history and culture are 
coming and from the devoted work of reseerch students and scholars, 
both whites and blacks, Several universities have established de- 
partments for Negro history and culture, 
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One more point the Negroes stress, They do not want white men to 
head these depsrtments, They went Negroes to be heads of there dee 
partments, The universities often oppose this demand, But the Necro 
students start a strucgle, they strike, end finelly they get what 
they want, In this way, Negro militancy is creatine a condition for 
the recognition of the culturel integrity and identity of the blacks, 
This affords a re:l posibility of intesration of the whites with the 
blecks, ‘This is because, as T said before, intearetion ean only be 
on the basis of froe peoples conine together to live and eck toge- 
ther for a common destiny; it een never eome so long as there is a 
strong white race dominating a weak black rege, So there are think- 
ers in the U.°%, who welcome this movement of the blacks for self. 
identity, whether that movement is the peaceful vivil rights move- 
ment or the militent black power movement, 


Negroes have held high place in non-classical music throuchout 
American history, All over the U.S, » if you switch on the PiVy°you 
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will often see well-known Negro singers, more often wonen, coring 
on the sereen, They have ea fine musical voice; they have a talent 
for this art. | 


In sports also, the Negroes are on the top. They have fine 
bodies; they sre a picture of physical vitality, In long jump and 
high jump and running end wrestling, they excel, They easily Game 
to the top in these field sports end games, In footbell also, one 
ean see plenty of Negroes as successful players. 


The Negroes are coming up in business, in co-operative ventue 
res, and, in & small way, in industry also, There are, as I have 
atready said, many intellectusis and writers among them, 


But there are some whites who protest against all this, Lest 
year, Dr, Arthur R, Jensen, Professor of Mducational Psychology at 
the University of California, Berkeley, started a controversy, 


apporently speaking the lenguege ef science, but below it one could 
detect the r cial bias which domineted anthropology and ethnolocy 
in the last century, Me propounded a thesis in an article which in 
effect meant that intellicence is genetically determined and fixed 
and that cultural fectors and influences have no power to increase 
or decrease it, “hatever you may do to the children of the back- 
ward in society, they will remain essentially below standard, be- 
cause genetically they ere inferior, Jensen insisted thet in terms 
of the average Intelligence Quotient, whites are more inte! ligont 
than blecks, Ue ascribed the failure of-compensatory educetion 
measures to this basic genetic fector, Jensen thus resurrected an 
old controversy of the last century's biology; which is superior, 
nature or nurture? As soon as Jensen's article appeared in the 
winter issue (1968) of the Harvard Educational Review, several pro- 
test articles appeared in the Time and other Journals, 


The long, critical, protest article by Cilbert Voyat in the 
Time magazine for 17 vey 1969 opens “with & note of scientific surp- 
rise; 

*Who would have believed in the deel inéngedecades of the twen- 
ticeth century the entique psychologicel arcument between environe 
ment and heredity would garner headlines and rub ecadenic tempers 
raw? The older, progressive educators scolded each other about 
the primecy of nurture over nature, The practising pragmatist ine 
sisted that, "you are what you grow up as, not merely what you are 
born with." The environmentalists declared that slums produce chile 
dren with more limited intelligence than conerous suburbs do, Noes 
80, asserted the genetically persuaded: poor performance -in intellec. 
tual matters is the result of © shallow gene-pool, 


tAnd so the ergunent continues, In this past winter's issue 
of the Harvard Pduestional Review, Dr, Arthur R, Jensen, professor 
of educational psychology at the University of California, Berkeley, 
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suggests thet intelligence is a trait not unlike eye colour and 
hardly more susceptible to chango, This study presents an intereste 
ing renewal of the genetic argunent, Although many of the ideas 
defended have the sura of statistical, scientific work, they are 
neither new, self-evident, nor irrefutable, The fact thet Dr, Ten- 
sen's findings are corroborated by statistical evidence dees not 
make them true. It makes them misleading,* 


Several scientists expressed the fear that Jensen's theris 

Smelt racial bias and a tendency to go back to the nineteenth century 
race-superiority theory, which subsequent developments in biology had 
repudiated, The UNESCO had sponsored a conference of scientists. 
fron seventeen countries in Moscow in 1964, which, after a study of 
the biological aspects of race, had issued a unanimous thirteen point 
declaration, of which points 1,.2, and 13 eategorically asserted that 
there was no scientific basis for the belief in the superiority of 
One race over another, Every race, when given the culturel oppor 
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etunity, could. manifest the highest intelligence traits. This yes 
the scientific conclusion, And Dr. Jensen was now opposing" this: on 
the basis of his own new studies and findings, and statistics, — Put 
his critics showed the weakness of his position; statistics ean be 
made to support any conclusion, especially in the social sciences, . 

If you want to prove a point, you can cite stetisties in support; 
if you want to disprove the point, the sane statistics can be suitab- 
ly manipulated, Thus on this matter of racial differences, & lot 6f 
controversy has been going on in the U.S, It is Just a reaction of 

some of the. whites against. the coming up of the blacks, andthey és 
4t under the pretext of science, EX 


‘I personally feel thet the separatist movenent among the Negroes 
will gradually be eroded by this militant movement's success in de. 
veloping the personality of the Negro peoples side by side with the 
whites* also realizing thet such a developed personality of the 
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Negro comcunity is nocessary for an integrated and free American 
Society and thet it cannot be achieved by merely extending to the 
Neeroes sociel amenities like schools, end emusement parks, etc, 

I watched these trends with much interest, And I have the feeling 
that by the end of this century, this problem will have been solved 
in a tolersbly satisfectory menner, 


Martin Luther King, es you know, was the leader of the civil 
rights movement, This movement ani its members are guided bv 
Christian liberalism and modern humanism, They also do, of course, 
recognize the tremendous injustice suffered by the Necro at the hands 
of. the white man, ut they also realize that there is no use in 
reking up old history, Their attitude iss let us look forward; the 
whites are realizing their mistakes ani want to correct them; let 
us join hancs with the liberel forees of the white people and thus 
create an egalitorisn American society, 
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They take inspiretion also fron the Christian religious ideal 
which mekes no distinction between white and black; although, in 
ectual practice, Christianity in the Vest did make distinetions bet- 
ween the whites ani blacks, Indeed, one of the protests against 
christianity by tho militent blacks in Afrien and America is that 
Christianity has painted the devil black, Souetimes, in a @ity, some 
Negroes will entor a chureh at night and paint Jesus ond Mary bleck, 
Next day, when white worshippers go for service, they find thet 
their God has become black, 


Christianity has slightly fallen into disfavour in Africen 
countries today beceuss of its racialist attituie and practices and 
beceuse of its painting its Cod ond Tis Son ay white and the devil 
as bleck: so there is © reaction against this snone the blecks, 
Sore of the blacks are writing books on Christian history to show 
that Jesus was not white but black, or st least more black then 
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white, They have théir own theory: tie Jewish rece in encien 
ancient times was nct so white as it became later on when it wes 
dispersed in European countries, All sorts of theories on these 
and other themes are being advanced, All sarts of books on these 
subjects are also being published, 


: The civil rights movenent, unlike the black militent movenent, 
is the product of adern Liberalism, Sut liberalism ts on attempt 
to unite two extromes in this case, tie white oxtreme and Lhe biack 

extreme, Between two extremes, liberalism is alweys crushed, O6n6 
of the more important aspects of modern political history is the - 
eclipse of liberilism, Liberelism has no place in a world surcharg- 
ed with political and social emotions ané passions, as earlicr it 
hed no place in the world of religion similarly cherged with ano- 
tions am passions, So American socioepolitical liberalism is gett- 
ing eclipsed today, The whites and the blacks are both attacking 
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the liberal ottitude ani policy, There are extremists among the 
whites also, In ‘merica the. white anti-legro Ku-Klux-ilan was a. 
well-known movenent, It is there even today, though it has not been 
functioning so effectively in recent times, ; Me 


The wife of Martin Luther King is now the leader of the civil 
rights movement, slong with the Reverend Abernathy, They organize 
civil richts eee marches etc, like their impressive march to 
“ashington, hey and their methods are pooh-poohed by the black — 
extremists and they are pobh-sgoohed by the white extremists also, 
But by and large, the everage Americen citizen is on the side of 
the civil riehts movement, Gendhiji's influence is profound in this 
civil richts movement, In fact, “eartin Luther Kine derived his 
inspiretion from “ahatme Gandhi, ; 


A non-violent protest aims to evoke good sentiments in the 


opponent, “his is Candhiji's methods and this had done creat 

good to contemporary ‘imerican society, This method, I found, was 
thied recently, and successfully too, in southern California also, 
in its lerge grepe-growine region, There was a nonecooperetion or 
satyeersha movement by the grapeepickers against the exploitetion 

by the erape-growers, They conducted the movement purely on Cendhi- 
an lines, and the leeder of the movement, Cesar Chavez, had a, photo 
of Gandhiji hanging from the wall behind him.in his office, “hey 
Sought inspiration from Gandhiji snd his methods in their move- 

ment. which found a satisfactory conclusion later, efter bitter 
bitter months of frustrating strucgle and then negotiation, The 
only political influence going from India to other countries, we 
find, is the strangely nonepolitical and truly religious non-vio- 
lent techniques of Sandhiji. His influonce helps to make novements 
of political and social protest in foreign countries non-violent, 
constructive, and free from mutual hatred, ‘This is particularly 
evident in the vivil rights movement and the grapeéepicker's movement. 
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euestion: you mentioned the Negro people's want ine to own Christ 
by painting him black, Do you think that their movement for advance. 
ment is guided more by “hristian principles then by Varxist thought? 


Answer; The Necro movement has very little of -arxist thoucht dns- 
piring it; but some of the white groups seeking social justice for 
the blecks have Merxist source of inspiration, The black takes mo- 
dern humanistic ideas, liberal idcas, or Christian ideas, or, if 
extremist, they just adopt militant ideas and methods without affi. 
liation with Marxism or any other system, And the Marxist sovement 
as such hes not anything to do with the civil rights movement or any 
other movement of the blacks for civil justice, There is a small 
Marxist movement in the U.S.; but it is not vory effective, “he 
labour movement in America, as I have already said, is essentially 
a trade union movement, not e political movement, 


About the black situation in the U.S,, there is one more inte. 
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-resting point; In several cities in the U,5,, the majority of the po- 
pulation is black, ‘The micration of the blacks to the cities started 
immediately after the Civil ar of the last century; the pace became 
faster after the thirties of this century; but it has become a pro- 
minent demographic feature of America since the end of the Segond 
World “ar, Parallel to the migration of the blacks to the cities, 
there is a migration of the whites from the cities to their suburbs, 
The suburbs are becoming white, the heartland of the cities is becom- 
ing bleck, Many cities have bleck mayors now, 


Due to the black militancy, the general sense of insecurity, and 
the increase of crime in the U.S5.A., you will find many whites in 
sone of the big cities are not inclined to go out after sunset, os- 
pecially the women, That is something very disturbing in the social 
Situation, In ta book recently published in U.S,A, and reviewed in 
its joupnais, the euthor states that formerly criminals were behind 
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walls and free men moved about freely in the city, but that now 
_¢riminals move about freely in the city, but free men heve to be - 
behind the wealis at home, The social situation manufectures crimic 
nals and often protects them against apprehension by law, 


This is another serious problem for the American soefety to 
face and to tackle, It is a problem baffling even the leading think- 
ers. Society follows the usual methods: it resorts to increasing 
the police foree; it votes for more punitive measures, The citizen, 
on his part, resorts to self-help also through adoption of protect- 
ive measures; houses install alarm belis and various other warning 
devices of hich efficiency; but the crivinols still esin eccess to 
homes by adopting more efficient methods, There is, as it were, a 
continuous chein reaction coing on, criminal offensive measures chas- 
ine continually the state's and the citizen's defonsive measures, . 


All I can say, from whatevor wisdom India has garnered on this 
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eubject, is that, unless sociel forces get sone sort of a spirituel 
direction, it will be difficult to reverse the trend towards crime, 
‘Byen in a society moved by spiritusl ideals, there will be erbme; 
but it will be periphera}; and devotion to the spiritual ideal on 
the part of society will help to keep it to the peripheral, But 

if the philosophy by which a civilization lives has no place for 
the spirituel dimension of the human personelity, above his physical 
and organic dimension, but upholds only man es confined to that 
organic dimension, then man becomes wise in entirely devoting hin- | 
self to organic satisfactions, He must have them whatever be the 
means and the metho@; ani if he persists in it, he is perfectly 
rightsbecause that is the philosophy of man presented to him by 

his civilization, And the eynic is there to sdvise him that there 
is an unrecorded eleventh commandment which tells man that evon if 
he were to break all the ten commandments, he should see that he is 
not caught by the law, 
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This is why Swami Vivekananda said, at the end of the last cen. 
tury, thet unless modern civilization shifts its sround and succeeds 
in basing itself on spiritual foundetions and learns to view man in 
&@ spiritual light, it will be continuing to sit on a volcano which 
may erupt in smell ways to begin with, but which «£12 burst: out. in 
the form of secial unrest, juvenile deliquency, crime, violence, ale 
coholisn, drug, anid other explosions, All these are hoppenins in 
many of the advanced sociehies, in spite of vast knowledge, wealth, 
| Gnd power, Ané they will not leave untouched the developing nations 
eitior, as they develop steadily their industry and economy « 
cause, the prevailing philosophy of man behind “estern civilization 
will increasingly influence these nations es well, ; 


The only antidote to these evils is religion, rational, practi- 
cal, and universal, deriving sanction not from a creed or a dogma 
but from the shining spiritusl nature of man, his innate divinity, 
and from the technique of his growth in his spiritual “@imensions 3 S 
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~ a technique which alone has the vision and the power to discipline 
man's oreanic cravings ond transform man the brute into man the God 
This is the teetanent of Vedanto, a testament originally civen exp- 
ression to, over three thousand years ago, by the Svetesvatara 
Upenishad ; 

‘Only when mén shall roll up the sky like a skin, will 
there be an end of misery for them without reslizaing cod,.* 


India has many thicgs to learn from the experiences of the 
Western peoples and from the wey they are tackling, or failing to 
catch up with, their problens, . 


Thanks on behalf of the Brothers: At the close of this very 
stinulating dialogue, we sre happy to convey to you, Swami Rangae 
nathananda, our hearty thanks. In the course of this dialogue, we 
have mentally covered a good part of the world which you had travell- 
ed through during your long tour, And through your well-infomed, 
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refreshing, and thought-provoking answers to our questions,we have 
gained some helpful insicht into the strivings and aspirations of 
many & people in the world, and, what is more, of the relevancy and 
urgency of the essential mission of Vedants in the affairs of the 
entire menkind, Wan must encounter himself, manifest his divine po- 
tential in 911 its dimensions - that seens to be the centrsel answer 
to most of the baffling situations in which man, inlividual and 
collective, finds himself, 


As @ traveller locking at the vor!d with the eye of a Vedantin, 
and in the spirit more of a pilgrim than ae mere visitor, and mixing 
with the various cress sections of the people, particularly the stu- 
dents, of various countries, and presching to them the rational, 
universel, and strength-giving message of the Vodante in the light of 
Sri Ramakrishne and Swend Vivekananda, and returning home rich with — 
the affection, love and kindness received everywhere + you have 
paced before us a world-perspective which is positively reassuring, e 
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for which we offer you our thanks. 
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